Carl H. Backers Jr.
May 12, 2021

Carl H Backers Jr. passed away peacefully on May 12, 2021 at the age of 86. Carl, also
known as Grandpa, Pops, Great-Grandpa, and back in his early days, “Heinie” (a popular
old German nickname for a young boy), was born and raised in North Platte, Nebraska.
Carl loved Nebraska life, including hunting, fishing, horseback riding, Nebraska (Big Red)
football, and card games, especially cribbage. Professionally, Carl was an engineer at
Lockheed Missiles and Space for 30 years where he mostly worked on Quality Assurance
for nuclear submarines and missiles during the Cold War. He received his bachelor’s
degree from the University of Iowa and his master’s degree from Santa Clara University.
In his retirement, he loved RV’ing across the country with his wife Connie, including
visiting all 50 state capitols, playing cribbage in the Gold Country Cribbers club,
researching genealogy, calling Bingo at the senior center, fishing with the Jolly Hookers
fishing club, being a member of the Elks, and spending time with his kids, grandkids, and
great grandkids. Carl was a devout Catholic, including being an active member of Holy
Trinity parish for over 20 years. He loved his country, his family, a good meal, and a good
deal!
Carl had four children with his first wife, Ann Backers. He was preceded in death by his
son Carl III, and is survived by his other three children Lisa, Angela, and Steve, nine
grand-children, and four great grand-children. He is also survived by his wife of 46 years,
Connie Backers, her two sons, and two grand-sons.
A vigil will be held on Thursday June 3rd at 6pm at Green Valley Mortuary in Rescue, CA,
and a funeral Mass on Friday June 4th at 11am at Holy Trinity Parish in El Dorado Hills.
Since patriotism and support for our nation’s heroes was so important to Carl, if you are so
inclined, donations may be made in his honor to Tunnels to Towers Foundation, to help
support the families of fallen first responders. https://t2t.org/

Events
JUN
3

Vigil

06:00PM

Green Valley Mortuary - Rescue/Cameron Park
3004 Alexandrite Drive, Rescue, CA, US, 95672

JUN
4

Funeral Mass

11:00AM

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
3111 Tierra De Dios Dr., El Dorado Hills, CA, US

Comments

“

My dearest Grandpa- I could go on and on about you in awe.
This letter is just a glimpse into some of my favorite times together- please pardon
any flaw.
You loved our family with all of your heart,
and you held us so closely from the very start.
There are so many memories I would like to share,
But I’ll try to keep it short and sweet, I swear.
Thank you for helping me catch my first fish,
And for teaching me to make Aunt Lillian’s dish.
I vividly remember you letting me “taste” your beer,
With you by my side I never felt fear.
I’ll forever picture your dramatic eye roll,
And how you loved to be in control.
I laugh when I think of your MAGA hat and the stickers on your car,
You are something else Grandpa and I love who you are.
I will always call Siri “my lady friend in the phone”
We shared so many laughs from when I was little until grown.
You made the best turkey sandwiches; always on wonder bread,
Complete it with a dill pickle; clausen you said.
At your house I got to have special goodies,
Like frosted flakes, whole milk and even mothers cookies!
Times spent cleaning the fountain full of leaves and rocks
Days of defrosting and cleaning the “ice box”.
We’d wash the RV and taco bell we would get,
Those times together I'll never forget.
I loved going to your house for a dinner of lamb
Only you knew the way, served with mint jam.
You got rid of my hiccups one day in mass,
“Eat this pack of sugar” you said, “and those hiccups will pass”
You were embarrassed at the sound I was making so loud,
You ran to the coffee stand and returned feeling proud.
Thank you for all the times we split apple fritters together,
As we played cribbage for hours no matter the weather.

Thank you for coming to all of my school events and sports,
I loved seeing you there with your tall socks and khaki shorts.
Thank you for encouraging me to be the best that I can be,
and for teaching me the importance of life, love, and family.
So many of your qualities I can see in myself,
Like getting excited for things on discount or maybe even free off the shelf!
We both love doing puzzles and playing games with family,
I’ll keep a seat at the table open next to me.
Fifteen two and the rest won’t do. Fifteen four and there ain’t no more.
Are phrases you’d repeat, while keeping the cribbage score.
We’re both very stubborn, though I’d call it strong-willed,
For all the similarities in us, I am thrilled.
Your sarcasm, frugality, your spice and your wit mirror the personality of mine,
I treasure our similarities and will carry them through my time.
You taught me your love and appreciation for nature and the outdoors,
Spending time with you I’d do anything, even if it were chores.
I love hearing your stories, nostalgic for the past
Those are memories passed on that will forever last
You are one of the most incredible men that I ever did know,
It feels selfish but I never wanted to see you go.
You are forever my sweet grandpa and hold a special place in my heart,
I know you know that because you are so smart.
I love you so much forever and ever and ever.
Our memories will not be forgotten, absolutely never.
allie - June 05, 2021 at 02:06 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Erica Breitsprecher - June 03, 2021 at 01:33 PM

“

Lots of love to all the Backers. I remember your sweet Dad all the way back to our St.
Joseph’s days.

kathleen deggelman - June 01, 2021 at 12:37 PM

“

Art And Lora Leno lit a candle in memory of Carl H. Backers Jr.

Art and Lora Leno - May 31, 2021 at 10:00 AM

“

We have known the Backers for decades. It is our hope, and prayer, that this
"blended" family behaves in a loving and respectful manner toward each other, at
least during the final goodbye to Carl, as we find it deeply disturbing to know of all
the hatred toward one specific, loving and devoted family member, that has been
kept hidden from friends and associates throughout all the years. That is beyond
wrong. God knows and sees it all.
The Kners

The Kners - May 30, 2021 at 11:25 PM

“

Carl was a great guy he always was willing to help my grandpa and I with youth
cribbage. He had setup all the organizing for the events. He even taught me some
things about cribbage that I will keep as secrets to my heart. I was sad to hear about
Carl’s passing, wish I could’ve thanked him for all these years. Carl you will be
missed dearly by many others and I. I will remember you always for your kindness
and over the years.

Tristan Bacoch - May 30, 2021 at 03:24 PM

“

Our Condolences -we will miss you Carl. Today, before I heard the sad news, I was
with our granddaughter's husband, Jeff, who was eating a piece of banana cream pie
today and it reminded me of Carl. I told Jeff that after our weekend Tournaments at
the Senior Center there was always some bananas left and I would take them home
and make Carl a banana cream pie and bring it on the next Wednesday. Carl was
always a great help at the Youth Tournaments and he was helpful in teaching Tristan
cribbage.
Mahalo, Don Grumpy & Sandy Howard

Donald E Howard - May 29, 2021 at 12:03 AM

“

Met Carl Backers ages ago at Lockheed Missiles & Space in SV Ca. We were good
friends and I enjoyed having on my team. He played cribbage everyday during his
lunch. Shared his love of his motorhome trips around the country. Always enjoyed
our cribbage nights together since 2004. Had many special moments with Connie
over the years. It deeply saddens me to think he wont be sitting across from me at
the crib table or shooting Good nite Connie as she headed home after sharing dinner
with Carl before crib play began.

David Phillips - May 28, 2021 at 11:49 PM

