Deborah Ann Holstien
October 3, 1955 - July 8, 2019

Deborah Ann Holstien was born in San Diego, California on October 3, 1955. She had
loved ones at her side as she passed on to be with her loving father Edward and beloved
pets on July 8, 2019 in Sacramento, California at the age of 63. Deborah was the loving
wife of Norman Cone for over forty years; the loving mother of son Logan Cone, daughter
Brianna Parks with husband David, and the future Grandmother of Weyland Parks.
Deborah’s extended family includes her mother Bonnie Lowrey, her brother Jeff’s daughter
Traci Holstien, with husband Jody and son Shane, sister Sandra Welsh’s family, with
husband Greg and children Gabriel and Mareya, along with her husband’s family,
including Barbara Cone, Ron and Christine Cone, Trish and Kirk Boisseree, Rob and Joni
Cone and many wonderful nieces and nephews.
Her many great friends include Debbie, Katie, Paula, Valerie, Ernie, Shirley, Autumn,
Kathy, Maria, Starla, Diane, Julie, Reg, Rita, Hadleigh, Vanessa, Bob, Paula, Jeri, Nicole
and many more. She loved you all very much!
Deborah was retired from the State of California where she worked for the Department of
Justice and the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development. She enjoyed
training dogs for Canine Companions for Independence, especially when Carly taught the
class. She also trained her personal dogs to become champion dock divers. Deborah
found delight in photography, computer graphics, crafts, and making costumes for her fur
bearing four legged friends. Her competitive spirit and endless support in her children’s
sports and life endeavors was also a huge part of who she was and they couldn’t have
asked for a better mom and role model.
Deborah will be dearly missed by everyone, especially Bluebari. A Memorial Gathering will
be held on November 9, 2019 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the the Fulton El Camino
Park District Community Center Board Room. Located on the corner of Howe Avenue and
Cottage Way in Sacramento. Lunch will be provided.

Comments

“

I met Deb when she was raising her first CCI puppy. We quickly became good
friends. We co-raised Calibari and Brittney. Deb also joined the Water Warriors for
water aerobics at my home every Tuesday during the summer months. She easily fit
in with group and made us all laugh. I will always remember Deb as a very
thoughtful, determined, smart and friendly woman whom I have greatly missed. I was
blessed to have her in my life.

Shirley Short - November 01, 2019 at 08:59 PM

“

Weyland laughed today! Pretty sure he’s been talking to you.
We miss you so
much and hope you had a sweet birthday with Bari and pappy and Jeff and all our
furbabies.

Brianna Parks - October 08, 2019 at 02:39 PM

“

A Memorial Gathering for Deborah will be held on November 9, 2019 in Sacramento
at the Howe Avenue Park Community Center Board Room. Located at the corner of
Howe Avenue and Cottage Way near the tennis courts. Please stop by between
11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to say Hello to Deborah's Family. A light lunch will be
served.

Norm Cone - September 27, 2019 at 02:09 AM

“

“

We hope everyone can make it!
Brianna - October 08, 2019 at 02:37 PM

We love you!

Brianna Parks - August 03, 2019 at 10:09 AM

“

Hey mom,
Baby boy is late and dad’s birthday is tomorrow. Wondering what you two have
planned.
We’re ready to meet him. Wish you were here right now. Love you!

Brianna Parks - July 27, 2019 at 07:44 AM

“

I met Deb at work 20 + years ago.
Deb was unforgettable. She left an indelible impression on everyone who met her.
Her kind and caring nature were what drew people to her. She was always available
for me when I needed her. Her wisdom and support were so very appreciated. There
are not many people in this world who are as special as she was, or who mean as
much as she did to so many people.
I specially loved the stories he shared with me about her children and her animals.
She would light up when she talked about either of them. I want to believe that she is
going to be able to cross the rainbow bridge to share her love and play with the
animals whenever she wants. I know she is watching her children.
Deb was loved, respected and admired by all. She was so smart, so creative and so
kind. She had a sixth sense about people and their needs.
Thank you, Deb, for bringing a little sunshine into my life. I miss and love you very
much.
My thoughts go out to her family in this time of need.

Jeri Foley
jeri foley - July 22, 2019 at 02:35 PM

“

I met Deb through my mom, and we bonded over our sweet dogs. A couple of years
she made special Halloween costumes for our dogs to wear at local competitions. It's
due to her creativity and talent that we always walked away with a prize. When my
dog passed away, Deb sent along sweet tokens to remember him. She included the
poem about the rainbow bridge, where the dog and its favorite human cross the
bridge together. Much love was waiting for her on the rainbow bridge. She also
helped facilitate a space for me to do a fundraiser before I moved overseas. She had
this incredible gift of caring, I could see that through the stories my mom shared as
well as all the interactions I had with her. Deb was incredibly compassionate,
thoughtful, and sweet. And she still is, in every memory that is shared. My thoughts
and prayers go to her family during this difficult time.

Chyanne Ledbetter - July 20, 2019 at 12:50 AM

“

Deb was an amazing woman, full of love and light and goodness. You are
missed...but we will meet again.
"Death is not the end it is simply walking out of the physical form and into the spirit
realm, which is our true home. It's going home." -Stephen Christopher
You had spirit, Deb, and live on, forever, in our hearts.

Anna Vermillion-Hoss - July 18, 2019 at 01:37 PM

“

We met Deb through our shared love of dogs. Our dogs absolutely adored her. They
knew the sound of her car and they went nuts with excitement. She and Norm were
volunteer puppy raisers for Canine Companions for Independence. They raised
puppies Wylie and Calibari—both were born to our breeder girls, and both graduated
from the program. Deb and Norm were in the process of raising their third puppy,
Brittney, when Deb passed away, so Norm will continue puppy-raising with co-puppy
raiser Shirley. Deb loved her family with all her heart and was completely devoted to
them. She would do almost anything for Norm, Brianna, Logan, and her mom
Bonnie. She and Norm were best friends. She and Norm always had time for the
kids’ sports and school functions, and raised the kids to be respectful, mature, and
loving adults. We could always count on Deb to lend a listening ear, to rescue us
from emergencies with technology, and to come up with amazing creations, like dog
costumes. We enjoyed spending time with her. She helped us with our puppies who
were service dogs in the making. She took great photos of our puppies and dogs and
litters. She was generous and thoughtful. She was always the bearer of gifts. Our
dogs received more gifts from Deb and Norm at Christmas and their birthdays than
they did from us. I will dearly miss Deb. I know she is at peace and is reunited with
loved ones, both two-legged and four-legged. I look forward to the day I can see her
again, when I have also passed on from this life. Deb was a wonderful, exceptional,
unforgettable friend. Until we meet again.

Paula Dunn - July 17, 2019 at 07:44 PM

“

Barbara Cone lit a candle in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Barbara Cone - July 14, 2019 at 02:25 PM

“

Deb along with Norm, Bri and Logan came into our lives 14 years ago when they
adopted our beloved “change of career” dog, Bari . We felt like Deb adopted us
along with Bari and became a lifelong friend. Her caring, generous and loving
kindness to us brought great joy into our lives. We watched you battle cancer with
every ounce of your strength. We were grateful that Norm and Logan allowed us to
be with you and them at the time of your passing from this earth. Deb you will never
be forgotten and will always be loved by us

Katie Heffelfinger - July 13, 2019 at 06:53 PM

“

Deb, I will remember your courage - doing with your heart - and the way you made
me feel - loved and heard. I truly appreciate how happy you made my brother, Norm,
and what a loving and inspirational mother you were to Brianna and Logan. Your love
and care of all animals was truly amazing. Thank you for sharing your chocolate pie
recipe - Chiara is close to matching your expertise. It will be bittersweet to enjoy the
pie without you, but your love will shine through each time. I will miss you, yet I am
glad that you are at peace and know that you will bring light and love to all those you
have had to leave behind.

Trish Boisseree - July 13, 2019 at 12:41 PM

“

I will always be grateful for the opportunity to work with Deborah advancing the IT
organization at OSHPD and subsequently carrying forward the important work that
she led for several years. Deb was a credit to public service. Thoughts and prayers
to her family at this difficult time.

Scott Christman - July 13, 2019 at 11:31 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Chris Palomares - July 12, 2019 at 01:33 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Deborah at OSHPD we shared the love of soccer,
strategizing projects, sharing family stories and friendship. Having suffered the loss of both
my parents within six months of each other recently, I send my sincere prayer &
condolences to Deborah's family in this time of sorrow and loss...
-Chris William Palomares
Chris Palomares - July 12, 2019 at 01:38 PM

“

Brianna Parks sent a virtual gift in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Brianna Parks - July 12, 2019 at 11:54 AM

“

“

Love you mommy! Know you're looking after me.
Brianna - July 12, 2019 at 11:55 AM

Of the few times I have actually skiied the North Bowl at Squaw Valley, the only one I
remember is doing it with Debbie.

Ernie Baumberger - July 11, 2019 at 03:27 PM

“

Deb was a gift to many people and I was one of those fortunate recipients. When I
was sick, she comforted and assured me that she would keep my job for me while I
sought treatments. She also gave me guidance and support for my projects. I was
and still am very grateful for her compassion and kindness. This world is less rich
without Deb.
ST

Simone - July 11, 2019 at 02:25 PM

“

Deb was an amazing person; beautiful inside and out! She was a wonderful friend
and colleague. We spent many years working together at the same state office and I
enjoyed her compassion, creativity and leadership. Deb was one of the most creative
people I know. She could create magical things with slideshows, photography and
graphics. She helped me put many creative projects together over the years that I
could not have done without her.. Deb was also very creative with a sewing machine
- she created wonderful costumes for our dogs for annual Halloween costume
contests. One year we gathered several pups and went as characters from the
Wizard of Oz. Another year, her golden and my daughter's chihuahua were a
cheerleader and football player - quite a combination! What stands out most when I
think of Deb is her love for her family - especially for her children. She was an
amazing mother to Brianna and Logan. She was a true and compassionate friend
and I will miss her very much, but am so thankful to have had her in my life.

Starla Ledbetter - July 11, 2019 at 10:40 AM

“

Bluebari is still looking for her Mom. Deb loved her so much.

Bluebari Cone - July 11, 2019 at 02:01 AM

“

Debbie was so talented in so many facets of life. She made a quilt for our crab feed
project in less than a month. It was beautiful. She made a phenomenal graduation
video for my daughter, and worked tirelessly to make sure Carden yearbooks were
unforgettable. She was selfless and touched so many people. We love you Debbie,
and thank you for brightening our lives.

Vanessa Ryley - July 11, 2019 at 12:31 AM

“

Lauren George sent a virtual gift in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Lauren George - July 11, 2019 at 12:09 AM

“

Lauren George lit a candle in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Lauren George - July 11, 2019 at 12:08 AM

“

Logan Cone lit a candle in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Logan Cone - July 10, 2019 at 10:00 PM

“

Bob And Paula Richardson lit a candle in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Bob and Paula Richardson - July 10, 2019 at 09:05 PM

“

Marta Forst lit a candle in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Marta Forst - July 10, 2019 at 08:25 PM

“

Valerie Baumberger sent a virtual gift in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Valerie Baumberger - July 10, 2019 at 07:27 PM

“

Deb: You know how much I have loved you and how much we shared for over 40 years. I
miss you dearly.
Valerie Baumberger - July 10, 2019 at 07:30 PM

“

Ernie Baumberger lit a candle in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Ernie Baumberger - July 10, 2019 at 07:06 PM

“

Brianna Parks lit a candle in memory of Deborah Ann Holstien

Brianna Parks - July 10, 2019 at 06:30 PM

