Julie Bennett
July 4, 1956 - September 4, 2018

Heaven gained another Angel when Julie Bennett passed away on September 4th, at the
age of 62. Julie fought an eleven year battle against four separate cancer diagnoses. In
the end, Julie won her battle against cancer on her own terms, in her own home, with her
closest family right by her side. To those that knew her, she was a true inspiration. No
battle was too strenuous, no trip was too long, and no cancer was too hard to beat.
Julie was welcomed to the world with fireworks on July 4th, 1956 in Los Angeles,
California to Mary and Richard Giles. She grew up there with her parents and 5 other
siblings. She graduated from the University of San Francisco with a Nursing Degree and
married the love of her life, Shawn Bennett in 1979. Julie worked as an RN, Head RN, and
Supervisor RN. After starting a family and spending a number of years traveling around for
Shawn’s work, Shawn and Julie ultimately settled into El Dorado Hills, CA with their three
children. Julie was a devout mother, wife, sister, daughter and friend. If you could only
describe Julie in a few words, she could be described as strong, selfless, and unique. She
was strong through her battle with cancer, as she continued to travel, inspired others in
their journeys, and created memories with her family. She was selfless with her time,
always prioritizing others over herself. Her style and personality were unique to herself.
Everyone knew her for her “never give up” attitude. She enjoyed yoga, a good glass of
wine, attending her children’s events, and concerts and plays with her husband. One of
her favorite places to relax was in her “nest” in bed with a cup of coffee.
Julie is survived by her husband Shawn, her three children Meagan, Jimmy (wife Jess),
and Nick, her mother Mary Giles, her four siblings - Joan Brundige (husband Tim), Bill
Giles (wife Cathy), John Giles (wife Sandra), Michael Giles, her brother’s wife (Terry), and
her many nieces and nephews. All of these she loved and deeply touched. In Heaven,
Julie is welcomed by her father Richard Giles, her brother Richard Giles Jr., her mother
and father-in-law Gordon and Joy Bennett, and her family dog Rudy.
Everyone who remembers her is asked to celebrate Julie’s life in their own way, if its
relaxing with a glass of red wine, eating Baskin Robbins ice cream, a shopping trip at

Home Goods, spending time with your family, or traveling in her memory, any of these
would be very appropriate. At any time you see fireworks, know that Julie is looking down
on you.
In lieu of flowers, in Julie’s memory we have made a donation page to support pancreatic
cancer research and support others who are fighting their own battles. Her Fundraiser
page is located here: http://support.pancan.org/goto/Julie-Bennett
Please join us in celebrating Julie’s life with a Vigil at Holy Trinity Parish in El Dorado Hills,
CA at 7pm on Monday, September 10th. The funeral will be held in Los Angeles, CA at Vis
itation Church on September 13th.
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Vigil

07:00PM - 08:00PM

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
3111 Tierra De Dios Dr., El Dorado Hills, CA, US
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Funeral Mass

10:30AM - 11:30AM

Visitation Catholic Church
6561 W 88th Street, Los Angeles, CA, US, 90045
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Reception

11:30AM - 12:30PM

Visitation Catholic Church
6561 W 88th Street, Los Angeles, CA, US, 90045
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Private Committal

01:30PM - 02:00PM

Holy Cross Cemetery
5835 West Slauson Ave., Culver City, CA, US, 90230

Comments

“

Maureen and I are deeply saddened in learning of the passing of a true angel in this
life, Julie. If there was anyone who most exemplified and lived her life for others ,it
was this amazing lady. Her spirit, her faith, her strength, her positive enthusiasm, and
her unconditional love for family and friends sets her apart. We pray that she has
been touched by God in freeing her of pain and that her beautiful family will always
maintain the amazing spirit and love that she instilled in them and others. May God
be with Julie and the entire Bennett family forever. Mario and Maureen Palladini

Mario Palladini - October 17, 2018 at 05:25 PM

“

I met Julie when she started her career at Daniel Freeman Memorial. She was an
outstanding nurse and individual. She quickly promoted to Unit Supervisor and
together with our dear friend Mickie we often unwound after work, sharing the days
happenings. We both were diagnosed with breast cancer within months of one
another.
She chose the hard fight and I, being much older (16 years), chose to let the Lord
make my future happen without treatment.
We often discussed her treatments and she was so brave to accept every treatment
modality that the doctors could prescribe to help her remain with her loving family.
I know how much she will be missed by all who knew and loved her. Another Angel is
born to watch over her Family and Friends.
I love you Julie and will pray that your dear family will always have you close.
Joy Smith

mione joy smith - September 12, 2018 at 06:24 PM

“

Growing up in Northern California we were lucky to be with Aunt Julie, and the entire
Bennett family, during a lot of holidays and celebrations. What I remember most is
how strong Aunt Julie always was (even before being diagnosed), while having a
great sense of humor. I will always look up to her for her poise, honesty and
kindness. We are lucky to have her representing our family in a great light, and know
she will always be watching over us.
Love you Aunt Julie (and Bennett family),
Brad, Andrea and Melanie.

Brad, Andrea and Melanie Giles - September 11, 2018 at 11:11 PM

“

I met Julie 47 years ago in high school, the 4 of us, Julie, Nancy, Anne and I shared
so many hysterical experiences and we’ were inseparable during our high school
years. As we all went off to college we still found ways to hang out in the summers. I
married first and Julie was a bridesmaid at my wedding and I was also a bridesmaid
at Julie and Shawn’s. Through out the years as our families grew we still managed
our girl time. Our last couple of girl weekends were spent at Julie ‘s as she continued
to amaze us with fight to beat cancer. She was always so positive and such an
inspiration. Julie will always remain in my heart and we will continue our girl
weekends in honor of our dear friend! Love you alway Julie!

Melanie Thompson Harlan - September 11, 2018 at 12:05 AM

“

P.S. #2 As a big-time dog lover (I currently have 3 rescues), I want to thank you,
Shawn, for including Rudy in Julie's bio. I met him in 2007 = great dog who meant
loads to Julie and your family. God Bless and Much Love to you and yours. Mickie

Mickie Tynan - September 10, 2018 at 01:40 AM

“

Dear Shawn, Nick, Meagan, Jimmy and Jess,
Lordy, Lord. I cannot believe that my long-time, loving and lovable friend of 35+ years
is no longer with us. I am deeply saddened and sorry for the loss of your much
beloved wife, mother and BFF, Julie. It is wonderfully and abundantly clear that she
made our world a better place. I am honored to have known her and especially
blessed to have called her "Friend". She leaves the many of us who knew and loved
her a brilliant legacy of unconditional love, compassion and inspiration. She was a
major multi-tasker and organizer/coordinator as well, despite her illness. I will forever
remember and treasure her radiant smile, raucous laugh/giggles and gorgeous, thick,
natural curly hair, not to mention a plethora of wildly-wacky, wonderful life stories that
I was privileged to share with her. She was a classy, Irish lassie and a primo
fashionista, just like her MaMa. (and very unlike me.).
Yes, she did indeed "fight the good fight, finish the race, keep the Faith' and soldier
on, no matter what, all in order to be lovingly present to each of you and your
extended family, whom she loved beyond measure. She often told stories of sharing
many, happily memorable, milestone celebrations with each you and her huge
extended family.
Yes, Julie was an angel and I would submit an archangel of the highest order. Now a
forever guardian angel for each of you and the rest of us "to be at your sides, to light,
to guard, to rule and guide. Amen."
Although, Julie chose to endure many years of long-suffering, I never heard her
complain--ever! She was not a wimp---clearly a "pay attention" message for all of us
who knew and loved her. She was woman of enormous stature, strength and
courage---an icon, in my loving opinion of her.
Shawn, you beautifully modeled your marriage vows to "love, honor and cherish Julie
until death do you part." (I do not know about the "obey" part.---HAAA!) Yet another
"pay attention" message. How hugely blessed was Julie to have the enduring love
and support of you, your children, her Mom, siblings, extended family and friends in
her life especially over these past 11 years.
Finally, my prayer for you, yours, family and friends is that we can now take comfort
in knowing that our much beloved, Julie, is whole and happy,once again, enjoying
eternal peace and salvation in our Lord's loving, merciful arms.
Sent with Loads of Love, Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy, Mickie
P.S. Her photo is movie-star gorgeous as was she.

Mickie Tynan - September 10, 2018 at 12:01 AM

“

Dear Shawn and Family,
I am so sorry to hear about Julie. My heart breaks for your entire family. Growing up
with the Giles family was such a gift. Pleas know you are all in my prayers.
Warmest regards,
Pam Kennedy Oborski
New York

Pam Oborski - September 09, 2018 at 01:16 PM

“

Dearest Shawn and Family, we are deeply saddened by your loss and know that you
find comfort in your family and your wonderful memories. Our prayers and thoughts
are with you, please know that we think of you often. With love, Sara, Roger and
Sophie Joe

Sara John Fowler - September 08, 2018 at 10:09 PM

“

Julie Bennett is my sister-in-law. 43 years ago, I showed up at her family home to
take her sister Joanie out. Looking like I just left Woodstock, all eyes were on me
including Julie's. She sized me up and came over to me, stuck her hand out and
said: "Hi, I'm Joanie's sister Julie. Nice to meet you". From that moment until last
Tuesday, Julie always made me feel accepted and loved.
39 years ago, Julie married Shawn Bennett, the love of her life and started their
family. I have had the privilege of watching their 3 incredible children grow to become
adults. All 3, Nick, Jimmy and Meagan are reflections of the best of their parents.
They are wonderful and loving children. Their mother will live on through them.
Julie is a quiet, humble soul who is fiercely protective of her family. You don't ever
want to "poke this bear!" Her deep love and enthusiasm for her family came through
with each Christmas letter she wrote. Never was she more excited than the letter she
wrote welcoming Jess Pollard - Jimmy's new wife - to the family.
Julie was present at every significant event in our lives. The birth of our kids,
baptisms, graduation, birthdays, wedding and the death of my parents. She showed
all of us how to love family.
We will miss our sister Julie - today, tomorrow and forever. In taking her home, God
ended her suffering. We are glad for that, but mourn our loss.
We miss you Sis!
Love you! - Tim

Tim Brundige Sr. - September 08, 2018 at 09:29 PM

“

We first met Julie when Jimmy married our daughter Jessica. We could not have
asked for better in-laws for her than Julie and Shawn. We were able to get together
on several occasions and always had such a wonderful time. I was always amazed
at Julie's positive attitude and always thinking of others. She always wanted to help
even though I am sure at times she did not feel well. It was very apparent she had a
great love for her family. I will miss these times and seeing her and Shawn together.
Of course we will always look forward to getting together with Shawn and the family.
We pray for Julie , may she be at peace now in her heavenly home and we pray for
the family, may the peace of Jesus Christ be with you all. John Pollard

John Pollard - September 08, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

1 file added to the album Family

John Pollard - September 08, 2018 at 09:24 AM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

John Pollard - September 08, 2018 at 09:21 AM

“

Julie was a member of the new RN grad program at Daniel Freeman Memorial
Hospital, in 1978. This is when I met her, as a fellow new grad! We worked together
on the new nursing unit, 1 South, with several other new RN grads. Julie was an
excellent nurse, and soon became the manager of the unit! She was always
professional, kind and caring and a pleasure to work with and work for! We both
moved on with our nursing careers and lost touch, however our mutual friend, Mickie,
kept me updated with Julie and her family. I’ll always have high regard and
admiration for Julie as a colleague and friend. May she be at peace in the presence
of her Creator. My prayers and thoughts are with her family. Jeanne Fisher

Jeanne Fisher - September 08, 2018 at 01:25 AM

“

11 files added to the album Family

Meagan Bennett - September 08, 2018 at 12:34 AM

