Julius Lamar Culpepper
February 27, 1937 - December 9, 2020

Julius Lamar Culpepper was born in Bogalusa, Louisiana on February 27, 1937.
He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Music at Southwestern Louisiana College. Prior to
earning his degree, he entered Officer Training School and completed a two year
enlistment (1964) with the United States Army.
Subsequently, he joined the United States Air Force and retired in 1981, achieving the
rank of Major. While serving in the Air Force, Lamar received a number of awards. He was
especially proud of being named Air Force Outstanding Supply Officer in 1967 while
stationed in Korat, Thailand.
Lamar served as a missile launch officer and helped launch a United States Air Force
Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missile from Vandenberg Air Force Base in Lompoc,
California. Captain Culpepper traveled to Vandenberg from his home station at Minot Air
Force Base, North Dakota, for the mission. The launch was one in a series of operational
testing launches conducted by the Strategic Air Command (SAC). The missile, selected at
random from those on alert at Minot, was transported-with its maintenance and launch
crew-to Vandenberg. The crews operated from the Vandenberg control center where they
monitored the missile in an alert status. When the launch message was received from
SAC headquarters, the crews reacted, launching the missile as they would from their
home base in combat operation.
Lamar was a faithful member of the Holy Trinity Parish, where he was a founding member
of the church’s first choir. For many years, during daily mass service, he often played the
guitar and bass in addition to singing in the choir.
He is survived by his wife, Maria, married for 54 years and nephews, Joe, Steve, and Rick
of Bogalusa. He is preceded in death by parents Rex and Bertha Culpepper and by
brothers James and J. Linton.

Events
DEC
21

Viewing

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Green Valley Mortuary - Rescue/Cameron Park
3004 Alexandrite Drive, Rescue, CA, US, 95672

DEC
21

Vigil

07:00PM - 08:00PM

Green Valley Mortuary - Rescue/Cameron Park
3004 Alexandrite Drive, Rescue, CA, US, 95672

DEC
22

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
3111 Tierra De Dios Dr., El Dorado Hills, CA, US

DEC
22

Graveside Service

12:30PM

Sacramento Valley VA National Cemetery
5810 Midway Road, Dixon, CA, US

Comments

“

2 files added to the album Julius Lamar Culpepper

Joe Culpepper - December 21, 2020 at 10:46 PM

“

1 file added to the album Julius Lamar Culpepper

Green Valley Mortuary - December 21, 2020 at 01:15 PM

“

“

Beautiful Video. Thank you. Roland and Julie Addad
Roland Addad - December 21, 2020 at 10:10 PM

Lamar and I were roommates in the 4th AD Band when we were stationed near
Stuttgart, Germany. I came home in early June '59 and Lamar continued to establish
his military career. He had the "right stuff" and was exactly what Uncle Sam needed.
He was a good, funny friend and made an impression on everyone who came near.
At my age it's difficult to lose longtime buddies.
Glenn McCullough, Hendersonville, NC

Glenn McCullough - December 20, 2020 at 04:31 PM

“

Lamar and I played and sang together in a folk choir at St. Patrick Church in
Placerville, CA for a number of years. He was loved and respected by all; and we
often relied on his music expertise to solve problems. May he rest in peace.
John Logue

John Logue - December 20, 2020 at 03:29 PM

“

Even though my heart is heavy over the passing of my brother-in-law, Lamar, I can
visualize rejoicing in heaven as the Culpepper family is once more united. “The Circle
is Unbroken”.
May God bless the love of his life, his wife, Maria.
Sister-in-law,
Lena Culpepper
Bogalusa, LA

Lena Culpepper - December 19, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

When Uncle Lamar married my Ninang Maring, He soon became one of my favorite
uncles. His wonderful Southern drawl, engaging smile and homespun philosophy
made him special. Uncle gave me my first set of golf clubs and the memories of
playing with him, Auntie and my son Daniel will always be cherished.

Jane Garcia Hurlburt - December 18, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

I am sad to see another of our classmates has passed. I remember Lamar well
as we were in the same class. He was a trombone player and friend of my late
husband, Jim Duggan and myself.
I offer my sincere condolences to his family.
Judy Duggan Meyer
Auburn, GA

Judith Meyer - December 18, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

I first met Lamar when I enrolled as a freshman music major at Southeastern in
1962, and I fondly remember that he introduced himself as " Ramal Reppepluc", with
a twinkle in his eye. My very first time singing country gospel quartet music, I owe to
him...especially "Mansion Over the Hilltop". Requiescat in pace!
Bill Flores

William Flores - December 18, 2020 at 08:20 AM

“

Uncle and I shared a memory. We collaborated on a piece for a funeral mass. He
played guitar and I played piano. Uncle was not sure he could be heard. This turned
out to be the last time we played together.

Larry Fabian - December 18, 2020 at 12:09 AM

“

We are so sad to learn of Lamar's passing. He has been a dear friend since we first
met as college pals 60 years ago, and I've always known him to be a wonderful
person and musician, a true patriot, a man of faith and a joy to share time and stories
with! Our condolences to Maria and family.
Bob & Ellen Priez

Robert Priez - December 16, 2020 at 05:17 PM

“

Thank you uncle Lemar for your service to our country. The Garcia Family.

Ed Garcia - December 15, 2020 at 07:47 PM

