Kenneth Bryan Balthaser
August 4, 1964 - August 27, 2018

Kenneth Bryan Balthaser was a native of Marion, Ohio, where he attended school through
his junior year. He moved with his family to Mountain View,California in 1981 and
graduated from Awalt high school. He attended Foothill College in Los Altos Hills,
California.
Ken was a talented athlete, having played competitive baseball, tennis and swimming in
high school. He was always an avid sports enthusiast and had a prodigious knowledge of
all sports. Ken loved nature and the outdoors. He found great peace in fishing and
camping. A curious man, Ken enjoyed watching films and videos that explored science,
astronomy, nature, the Cosmos and religion and relished lively discussions about these
subjects.
Ken spent most of his working career in Silicon Valley in the video game industry as a
game producer and designer. He worked for major publishers, including Activision,
Electronic Arts, EA Sports, UbiSoft, Sega, Virgin Interactive and Fox Interactive. His video
game credits included: Battlefield 1942 (PC), Battlefield Road to Rome(PC),Buffy the
Vampire Slayer Global Operations (PC), NCAA Football 99 (PSX), March Madness 99
(PSX), among others. Ken was a gamer at heart until the end.
Ken had a generous heart and a delightful sense of humor. He lived his life in his own
way, on his own terms and passed peacefully in his sleep from a prolonged illness. He
was 54. Ken is survived by his parents, Charles and Eiko Balthaser of Placerville, CA; two
siblings, Eunice Wlcek of Union City, CA, and Neil Balthaser of Berkeley, CA; three
children, Brittany Balthaser of Carmichael, CA, Brooke and Brandon Balthaser of Alamo,
CA and three grandchildren, Alizeya Chagoya, Jordan Davila and Jaziah Davila.
He is sorely missed by his family. May he rest in peace.

Comments

“

I had the pleasure of working with Ken Balthaser Jr., Ken Balthaser Sr., and Neil
Balthaser during the early SEGA PC days in the mid 1990s. It was always so much
fun to work with Ken. He was the life of the party and the creator of fun! Whether it be
a new sports title, action games, or a revolutionary surfing game (we never got the
chance to follow up on your idea of traveling around the world and "researching" the
greatest surfing spots to make sure that we made an authentic surfing game), Ken
was always fun to be around and an all-around awesome guy!!
Sending thoughts and prayers out for Ken, Ken Sr, Neil, and the rest of Ken's family
and friends!!
Sincerely,
Scott Hawkins

Scott Hawkins - September 24, 2018 at 08:38 PM

“

All my support and admiration for one of BATELLE's favorite children.
Admiration for someone who took so much of our childhood and who today serves as
a reference in our struggle for electronic development.
But ... Above all admiration for the value of friendship, a person ... who always
trusted his friends POWERS AND JOE MILLER throughout his career.
Those of us who did not have the pleasure of meeting you in person, we admire you
for everything you have indirectly done for us and for that reason, we will not forget
you.
A big hug from Spain for all your friends and family. David Caldés

david caldes - September 24, 2018 at 02:00 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the entire Balthaser family. I had the pleasure and
honor of working with both Ken Balthaser Sr. and Ken Balthaser Jr. Both are legacies
in their own right.
Dear Ken Jr - my heart is broken for your family and for all of us who got to meet and
know you. I was a young Marketing Assistant when I first met you and you were a
spitfire ball of energy with a creative mind, dedication to your work and your
colleagues, charisma and charm. You lit up the room with your smile but you
embraced every single person as if they were your best friend. Thank you for your
encouragement and for being such an inspiration. While we haven't spoken in years,
the impression and impact you have made will never be forgotten.
Prayers and love to the entire Balthaser family.

-- Love, Ami Blaire

Ami Blaire - September 24, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

Thank you for the kind words about my dad. I love reading all the positive things my dad
did In this world and the lives he’s touched
Brittany Balthaser - September 26, 2018 at 11:18 PM

“

He always had a positive attitude and was very supportive. It's very sad that he is
gone.
Guy Johnson

Guy Johnson - September 24, 2018 at 12:40 PM

“

It was an honor to work with Ken at Activision.

William Volk - September 23, 2018 at 11:26 PM

“

Ken,
You hold a special place in my heart. I hope you know how much you are loved. I
cherish our time together. You made the world a better place. My heart is broken that
you’re no longer here. Although I have peace in my heart knowing that someday we
will reunite in paradise. But until that day is here you will Always live on in my heart.
Thank for all you were to me throughout our lives. You always had the best
personality and always knew how to make me smile. For that I am eternally grateful.
That’s what made me fall in love with you way back when. Thank you for our
beautiful daughter Brittany. I know you were so proud of her. She’s an amazing girl.
So glad we got so close the past 5 years. I have so many wonderful memories that
will never be forgotten. I think of you often and will miss you greatly.
Never forgotten and always in my heart
I love you Ken

Karen Balthaser - September 23, 2018 at 10:09 PM

“

Ken was the cool guy you wished you were. He made everything look like he was the
guy who was the hero of every movie. His impact on sports gaming is beyond
measure. To spite that million-dollar smile, he backed it up with a serious amount of
hard work and intellect. I would often wonder why he wasn’t an ESPN personality,
but we are all better for his efforts in gaming. You will be missed Ken. I deeply
respect your father’s amazing contributions to the industry as well as yours, it’s with
deep sadness that your family will miss that million- dollar smile and kind soul sooner
than is fair. - Michael Latham

Michael Latham - September 23, 2018 at 01:45 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Karen Balthaser - September 22, 2018 at 03:52 AM

“

“

Love you Ken.
Karen Balthaser - September 22, 2018 at 04:54 AM

Ken, you were such a great guy to work with. You made building games a lot of fun
but you were also a professional who worked hard, and you were great at your job.
I'll never forget playing hoops with you in the Activision parking lot during lunch. You
were the best player on the court and you gave everyone hilarious nicknames. Thank
you for all the great memories during that time and for staying in touch over the
years. Rest in peace, Buddy.
--Mike Suarez

Mike Suarez - September 21, 2018 at 08:11 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Brittany Balthaser - September 07, 2018 at 01:01 AM

“

I love you daddy and I miss you everyday! I want you to know how much you are
loved and how I wish I could hold you one last time. I will cherish every memory I
have with you and I will carry you in my heart always. You were an amazing dad to
me and I will never forget the things you taught me about love, the world, people and
life. You are so special to me and I’m so grateful for the last few years and how we
became closer then ever. I know your in heaven watching over us and I promise to
always be there for Brooke and Brandon no matter what. We all miss you dad we
love you so much!
Rest In Paradise my angel. I love you forever
Daddy’s girl

Brittany Balthaser - September 07, 2018 at 12:59 AM

“

Uncle ken you will be missed!. I know I havnt seen you in a long time but the
memories I have of you will last forever. Thank you so much for being an amazing
father figure and alwasys making sure your pumpkin (Brit) lived the best life a little
girl could. You were a bundle of smiles and fun. Forever missed but never forgotten.

tianna - September 06, 2018 at 07:45 PM

“

Ken, My absolute favorite brother-in-law! It saddens me to know that you will not be
here on the earth but delightful to know that you’re in heaven with a new strong body
and having a ball. I SHALL see you again my friend. You always made me laugh. To
this day I still can’t play solitaire without hearing the theme song to the movie Jaws.
And when I’m driving through traffic going through everyone’s blind spots I am

extremely careful... lol (Karen you know what I’m talking about) I will miss you dearly
Ken, until we meet again
Love, Sandy Pavlic

Sandy Pavlic - September 02, 2018 at 05:10 PM

“

Thank Sandy.
I do remember everything you spoke of. Ken always knew how to make us laugh. He will
be missed. But he will Always on in our hearts
karen Balthaser - November 19, 2018 at 05:42 AM

“

My dear dear Ken,
I thank you sweetheart for all the beautiful memories, most of all your loving heart.
We talked about love so many times...you have always shown me much love and
respect, from the first time I meant you, many years ago...you will be greatly missed
as my heart hurts and longs for just one more conversation with you, I won't despair
because my heart holds many memories which I hold on with all my heart..I know
now you are in the presence of the One who first loved us, Jesus Christ!!!...I pray the
circle will not be unbroken as we who remain live out our days...until we meet
again...remember for a Christian it is never a good-bye but ..."I will see you later"...
walk those streets of gold my Ken...love You forever, Mom Joan.

joan bush - September 02, 2018 at 03:57 PM

