Lucy Murr
November 15, 1957 - May 6, 2019

Lucy Murr, 61 of Sacramento passed on Monday, May 6, 2018 after a courageous battle
with breast cancer. She was the wife of Mark A. Conley with whom she shared 29 years of
marriage. She was the fifth child in a family of eight; four older brothers and one younger
sister. She leaves behind her sons; Michael William Murr-Conley, and Avery Taylor, her
mother; Abigail Louise Howes, two brothers; David Murr and Gordon Murr, and sister;
Linda North, as well as many family members, co-workers and friends who loved her. She
was preceded in death by her father William Murr, and brothers Bruce and Tom. Lucy
loved animals and her home was filled with many adopted pets including dogs, cats,
turtles, tortoises, snakes, lizards, desert iguanas, gekkos and even “Madagascar Hissing
Cockroaches”.
Lucy was a born on November 15, 1957 in Columbus, Ohio. She was a born teacher and
even as a child loved to gather the neighborhood children and “instruct” them. As a child,
she was close with her little sister Linda (whom she loved to boss) and her friend Nancy
Burton. Together the three friends spent hours combing through Nancy Burton’s backyard
forest in the suburbs of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, digging in dirt for interesting critters,
creating doll houses and collecting acorn tops which became dishes, and collecting
lightning bugs in jars at night where they played “capture the flag” at sunset. Lucy had a
childhood full of play, imagination and discovery. Hours and hours were spent outdoors
during the hot summer months, running around with neighborhood children until the
skyline became too dark to see. Her whole adult life was spent investigating, discovering
and learning about the creatures and the natural habitat of the outside world.
Lucy died on her father’s birthday; May 6, 2019. This is especially poignant as her father
was the reason she began working for the National Park Service. In her journal she recalls
a conversation with her father, Bill Murr, when she was 12 years old. Her father, who had
grown up a farm boy, “escaped” from the hard labor of farm life by reading Zane Gray
novels and dreaming of adventures in the West. His dreams of adventure took his own
large family on many trips across country during Lucy’s childhood. On one occasion, he
turned to her when they were eating lunch at the Crater Lake National Park lodge

cafeteria. Her dad said, “Lucy, this is something you could do when you get older, live and
work in a National Park.” Six years later she started working in the park and later as a park
ranger/interpreter in national parks during her summers. “I was totally and completely
hooked,” she writes.
Several years later, Lucy wrote about her father’s death…”days were warm and sunny and
Dad took great comfort from his intense pain by lying on the lounge chair in the sun on the
back porch.” During Lucy’s final days, she spent time on her back porch in a sunny spot
on a chair, looking out at the plants and listening to the birds, taking great comfort from her
intense pain. She was her father’s daughter to the core.
Lucy’s career was devoted to teaching. She studied biology and earned her B.S. degree in
1985 from Southern Oregon State University. She received her teaching credential in
biology and general science in 1990 from California State University, San Bernardino.
Lucy was employed as a teacher/park ranger at the Palm Springs Desert Museum, Mount
San Jacinto State Park, Monterey County Outdoor Education Program, Kern County
Environmental Education Program, Otter Lake Conservation School, Blue Hills
Reservation, Boston, Massachusetts, Rogue River National Forest, Oregon Caves
National Monument, Crater Lake National Park and Olympic National Park.
She had a passion and commitment to children, to environmental education, to teaching,
and to the great outdoors.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to support her passion--creating an interactive
children’s native plant garden where elementary students at the California Montessori
School, Orangevale, California or other sites where children she loved can continue her
legacy of exploring nature through hands-on experiences. https://www.gofundme.com/mslucy039s-memorial-fund

Comments

“

Linda Borgeson lit a candle in memory of Lucy Murr

Linda Borgeson - June 01, 2019 at 08:19 PM

“

Dear Mark and family. Life is eternal, and love is immortal, and death is only a
horizon. A horizon is but a limit of our sight. The memories I have of Lucy was her
passionate love for her family, friends, children and her students. Her knowledge and
love of our planet earth and nature led her to be a leader in discovery learning about
the awesome wonders of living and non-living parts of our material world that will live
on forever through those of us who were fortunate to know her in our individual lives.

Linda Borgeson - June 01, 2019 at 08:14 PM

“

Dear Mark, and Michael, Tony and I are are sending you our love and prayers, so is
Joey and Adrienne, Lucy, will always be in our hearts, what a beautiful bond and
friendship through the years, my most wonderful memory, along with Adrienne, was
being there at Michael's birth, very sacred time, Lucy was and is a beautiful kind
loving spirit, her compassion for all creatures. I love her and you guys very much.

Toni Cascio - May 28, 2019 at 05:42 PM

“

"Eternal Love" By Nick Costantino
Do you still love me?
I still love you.
I will always love you.
I will love you until:
The mountains plummet towards the sea.
The oceans run dry.
The stars fall from the sky.
I take my last breath.
And...if God so choose,
I will love you after death and for all eternity.

Nick Costantino - May 27, 2019 at 01:25 PM

“

Dear Mark, i received your card about your dear Lucy yesterday and my heart goes
out to you my friend, and my prayers are with you with your loss of her presence in
your life. I know your faith is strong and it will help you and you have your wonderful
son to be with you also in this challenging time of loss. I'm here for you to call
anytime. (541) 8446972 Please send me your phone number. I lost the phone with
your number on it. Friday evening I thought about you and played the song I wrote
that you inspired at a concert 'Take the High Road' and then I got this news about
Lucy. We must believe that she is in a better place in Heaven and waiting for you
some day. Sorry if I'm saying too much. Please take good care and know that you
have a friend in Oregon that's thinking about you. God Bless, Dennis Smith

dennis smith - May 27, 2019 at 12:53 AM

“

Lucy and I had many things in common especially our love of nature, children and
discovering new ways of reaching our students. Lucy would offer ways I could assist
the special needs students I teach with science-based projects and authentic
learning
opportunities. She would encourage me to “think outside the box,” and strive to
provide real life earning experiences for the kids. Lucy was a positive person and
would always lend a listening ear and words of encouragement. Our family will
always be grateful we had Lucy in our lives. My heart goes out to my brother Mark,
and I pray her beautiful words and kindness will sustain him throughout this journey
of life.

Anne Costantino - May 25, 2019 at 08:23 AM

“

Ms. Lucy was an amazing teacher! My children were inspired and excited by the
wonderful hands-on science that she taught them. I remember being so impressed
that she made it a point to know my name and each of my children's names. She
truly saw, truly listened, truly cared about each person as an individual. I keep
expecting to see her in the halls at school as usual, smiling and pushing her cart of
super-cool science stuff she's showing the kids in each classroom on any given day.
We are all in shock, we miss her, and we wish comfort and love to her family.

Norell J. - May 24, 2019 at 05:24 PM

“

Dear Mark, It's May 18, 2020, and I only just found this information about Lucy's passing. I
am heartbroken

for you and your family. As for me, I am grieved beyond what words

can say. I often imagine how Lucy would have enjoyed the flowers I stopped to investigate
on my many saunters through the woods. I'll most fondly remember my friend, Lucy, at
Crater Lake during our many explorations, where she would tell about all the flowers, and I
would point out all the birds. Peace be with you, Mark and family. - John Simmons,
simmonsjm1@msn.com
John - May 18, 2020 at 05:59 PM

“

Ms Lucy was so dedicated to having the children at our school truly understand
science. After a science lesson, my daughters always came home and relayed all the
interesting information that they had learned from Ms Lucy. She taught them so many
things from the stars in the sky to the tiny particles under a microscope. I’m pretty
sure she is the reason why my daughters received a telescope and microscope for
Christmases. Ms. Lucy would often give samples to my daughter to look at under her
microscope at home. They love and admire her. We are so grateful to have had Ms.
Lucy in our lives.

Erica S. - May 21, 2019 at 09:36 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Green Valley Mortuary - May 17, 2019 at 05:10 PM

“

12 files added to the album Memories Album

Green Valley Mortuary - May 16, 2019 at 02:55 PM

