Martin James Miele
April 27, 1951 - August 7, 2020

Martin James Miele passed away August 7, 2020 in Placerville, California, where he
resided, at the age of 69.
Marty was born April 27, 1951 in Detroit, Michigan to Armando Miele and Joann
(Carnaghi) Miele. He grew up in St Clair Shores, Michigan. On March 23, 1990 he married
Kathryn Van Sickle in Santa Rosa, California.
Marty’s kind and generous nature was highlighted by his keen sense of humor and
insightful intelligence. While his innate humor found an outlet among family and friends,
his intelligence led to advanced academic and career accomplishments. He earned two
bachelor degrees, one from Wayne State University and one from San Francisco State
University, and a master’s degree in geophysics from San Diego State University.
Marty was a California state licensed geophysicist and geologist for 35 years. As a highly
regarded and respected senior geophysicist he supervised projects throughout the United
States and occasionally abroad. He was the author and co-author of many professional
papers and published scientific studies.
Marty had many interests during his life. His one overriding passion was his wife and
extended family. His other passions included running, woodworking, playing guitar,
listening to jazz and classic rock music, and sharing his knowledge of the natural world
during hikes in the mountains of California. In the tradition of his Italian heritage--in which
he took much pride--Marty made some excellent Italian dishes. No one could forget his
spaghetti and meatballs. He spent many happy hours cheering his favorite sports teams:
the Detroit Tigers, the Detroit Lions, the Detroit Redwings and his beloved San Francisco
49ers.
Martin was preceded in death by his father Armando Miele. He is survived by his wife of
30 years, Kathryn Miele, his mother Joann Miele, his sister Janice (Miele) and Jim
LaBroski and their daughter, his niece, Kelly (Mike) Urban. Burial will be in the Franklin
Township Cemetery, Tipton, Michigan following a family memorial to be held later this
year.

Comments

“

I knew Marty for a long time, from 20something on, in LA.
He was beach bum mailman who breathed Hendrix and BRUCE.
Recently heartbroken, but unmistakably Martone.
He was cool, played guitar and sort of fit right in.
I moved north, later he did too. My Turkish friend
from Trinity College Dublin is a big part of why Marty
became a geologist. Our lives were intertwined, though
distance came and went.
While we never thought we were that close, the passage of
time melded us in a certain way that looked just like the real
thing: There are some stories you can tell some people and they
will hear you when others can not.
That's a rare audience. I value and miss that.
I have memories of legendary times of joyful stupidity. They
are rare and precious things. Not to mention pasta.
Rest easy dear friend.
You were a man people loved.
I was lucky to be your friend.

Hank - October 13, 2020 at 11:32 PM

“

Marty my love, my life, my Hono forever.

Kathryn Miele - August 21, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

I’ve know Kathryn for a while through our love for energetic dog play and training. I
just recently met Marty and was instantly charmed by his warm and friendly
personality (and his long Covid-19 uncut hair, what a head full). I am saddened for
Kathryn and Vinnie. I am also saddened I could not get to know Marty better. We
share a love for Sierra Hikes and Geology. We would have loved to learn from him
about aquifers and headwaters in the Sierra’s. You are surely missed Marty.
Gayle and Mick Dupper
Koru and Luna too

Gayle Dupper - August 15, 2020 at 05:19 PM

“

Kathryn, there are no words to express the sorrow I feel for you’,as well as, your and
Marty’s family.
Our hearts are with you.
We had so much fun with you and Martone. He was true renaissance man...smart, fun and
truly authentic . He will be missed by so many.
Kim Morrill - August 17, 2020 at 02:02 PM

“

Martone I'm gonna miss you. Had a lot of good times exploring the nooks and
crannies of California and enjoying the fruits of the harvests over the years. Rest in
peace, my brother

Steve Eckert - August 15, 2020 at 04:51 PM

“

What a kind and caring man. Oh that Bolognese sauce! Best I ever tasted. One of
my fondest memories of you Marty will be your mother in the kitchen making pasta
and you so happy. I will miss your love and talks about music, especially jazz. What a
delight it was to visit your home and hear jazz in the background. You loved Sarah
Vaughan. Thank you for the laughter and good times buddy!

John Paul Cox - August 15, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

With every tomato we pick, every jar of sauce and paste we make, we will honor
Marty’s memory. Such a sharp wit with an always-interesting take on events.
Godspeed dear Marty.
- Debra Kelley and Mark Lee

Debra - August 15, 2020 at 11:48 AM

“

John and I will always cherish memories of laughter filled dinners.. good food, good
friends. RIP dear Marty

Mary Lou Giles - August 15, 2020 at 11:16 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kathryn Miele - August 15, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

Marty, we will miss you so very much. You were such a wonderful and dear friend for so
many years! Love always, Mike and Mary
Mary Anne DeMey - August 15, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kathryn Miele - August 15, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kathryn Miele - August 15, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

My life was made better by knowing Marty these past 20+ years. I will always smile at the
memories.
claudia - August 15, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

I am so sorry for this loss. I will reach out to the family. I was married to Marty on Feb
1, 1974 and we moved to California together in 1975. I am now living in Baltimore,
MD but met Marty at Wayne State University when we were both students. A number
of friends in the San Francisco Bay area send their love and condolences. Laurie
(Adams) Bezold.

Laurie Bezold - August 15, 2020 at 08:57 AM

