Paula Marie Boldrighini Gendron
September 9, 1952 - May 23, 2020

PAULA (Boldrighini) GENDRON
PLACERVILLE, CA
Paula Boldrighini Gendron passed away unexpectedly in the arms of her husband and
love of her life on Saturday May 23, 2020. Paula was born in Brockton, MA on September
9, 1952, sharing her birthday with her father. Paula was a long time resident of Mansfield
growing up on Church Street, a member of St Mary’s Church and spent summers enjoying
Memorial Park as a child. She worked as a hair dresser and later a teller with Attleboro
Savings Bank.
In 1975 she moved to California with her husband Mark Gendron. Paula owned and ran
her own hairdressing salon until the birth of her daughters, January and Kristin, at which
time, she proudly became a stay at home Mom. She and Mark, along with their daughters,
owned and operated JanKris Vineyard and Winery for many glorious years until moving
north to retire in Placerville, CA where Paula loved her many gardens, her art, her sewing,
and most of all her family.
Paula will forever be remembered for her inner joy. She was quick to laugh and found
many ways to spread her kindness to others. She will be missed greatly by not only her
family but by the many lives she touched.
She is survived by her loving husband Mark, daughter January and husband Cory Wiese
of Dripping Springs, TX and daughter Kristin and husband Thomas Odenwald of
Templeton, CA. She was the cherished Nana to Ava, Trip, Grady, Booker and Everly along
with her many nieces and nephews. She was the loving daughter of Albert J and Carol J
Boldrighini, step-daughter to Margaret Boldrighini, sister to Mark and wife Gladys of
Littleton, MA, Susan Tibbert and husband Bill of Mansfield, Linda Keating and husband
Jimmie of Sacramento, CA, Lisa Pelrine and husband Raymond of Mansfield, Neal and
wife Lynette of Mansfield, Louis and wife Susan of Pearland, TX and Ed Troy and wife
Kelly of Mansfield.
Arrangements will be private.

Comments

“

Great times, wonderful memories

Jane E Taylor - June 12, 2020 at 01:07 AM

“

Today I walked into Costco wearing a mask made and generously given to me by
Paula. I felt her kindness and caring as I proudly wore by beautiful hand made mask
with love.
I miss her smile. She was beaming the last time we spoke about camping and how
much she loved her trailer. She vividly described the big back window that she loved
looking out when next to a river or lake.
I loved hearing about her past with the children at the shows and competitions with
horses. Those days seemed very special to her and I loved listening to her proud
stories.
We will all miss her very much but a piece of her will always live in my heart.

Jane E Taylor - June 12, 2020 at 12:58 AM

“

Like everyone, Frank and I were shocked to hear that Paula passed away so
suddenly. Paula was so positive and always ready to go for it. We have a lot of good
memories of potlucks, BBQ's and game nights. We miss you, Paula. I will always
think of you when I sip champagne!
Much love,
Summer and Frank

Summer Brasuel - June 08, 2020 at 04:49 AM

“

My heart is heavy and my mind is flooded with thoughts of my loving Auntie Paula.
My fondest childhood memories are of our family celebrations, brunches and holiday
gatherings. Auntie was the ever doting hostess and party extraordinaire. Always
dressed impeccably and with a huge smile on her face. I loved the smell of her
perfume and was honored when she sprayed it on my Christmas dress one year.
While I often felt overlooked by the adults at these events, my Auntie Paula ALWAYS
took the time to include me, talk with me, and save the trash compactor for me to run
at the end of the kitchen clean up. A silly memory, but one that speaks to the
thoughtfulness of this wonderful woman! She treated me with love and kindness and
I’m so sad that the world no longer has her in it. A truly beautiful human... inside and
out. I’m thankful for the time I did have with her, although it wasn’t nearly enough.

Tara Gendron - June 07, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

Paula had a genuine love of life. She was always smiling. I never heard her say a
bad thing about anyone. She was delightful to be around, a wonderful hostess, great
cook, very gracious and She really loved Mark.
Paula had an unconditional love of life. Harold and I are really going to miss her. She
had our backs and stills does. Our prayers go to Mark and the family. Love Mary and
Harold Schneider.

Harold and Mary Jane Schneider - June 06, 2020 at 11:31 PM

“

It is with great shock and unbearable sadness we learned of the passing of our
beloved Paula. We have been blessed over the past five years to have shared many
happy and memorable times with her and Mark.
You will live in our hearts forever, Paula.

Heartsick in Stockton,
Joe and Linda Alward
Joseph Alward - June 06, 2020 at 01:37 AM

“

Such a sad loss. She was such a delightful lady surrounded by an incredible family.

Kate Ristow - June 05, 2020 at 08:23 PM

“

On May 23, we lost our very own angel when my Mom, Paula Boldrighini Gendron,
passed away unexpectedly in the arms of the love of her life, knowing how much she
was loved by him, her daughters, son-in-laws and 5 grandkids.
I have been able to spend the last week with my Dad and sister, just the three of us,
up in the mountains at their retirement house. It was a week of ups and downs as we
remembered and celebrated her while going through all of the memories and
keepsakes from her lifetime and trying to comprehend why she left us so soon.
My Mom was a kind, generous, loving, hardworking, talented woman. When Kristin
and I were little she was so proud to be able to stay home with us and made sure we
felt like the two most special little girls. She’d drive for every field trip, dig through the
dumpster at school when I threw out my retainer and drew something special on our
lunch bags everyday. Later, she worked tirelessly to build and run the tasting room
while still going to all our rodeos and being our #1 fan. As we grew up, she made
every big moment in our lives so special and memorable by adding her special touch
to it all. The extra big cakes at our birthdays or graduation, the handmade
decorations for our weddings and baby showers, and the custom traditional
anniversary gifts each year were always over the top. As a Grandma, we couldn’t
have asked for more. She was beaming and overwhelmed with joy the day I got to
tell her she was going to be a Nana for the first time. She loved to get on the floor
and play Barbies or Legos, get her makeup done by 4 year old princesses, make
every Halloween costume by hand and hear about every game and accomplishment
the grandkids had. And all 5 of her grandkids absolutely adored her. They sent her
pictures and videos and cried when she left after a visit.
My Mom taught me how to work hard, throw a great party, be tough, always look my
best and smile no matter what was happening. There were plenty of things she
couldn’t teach me - her artistic genius that gave her the ability to paint, sew or create
anything we could think of, her green thumb that let her grow the most amazing
gardens and her gift of a beautiful voice to sing and harmonize with her sisters- those
things just came natural to her. Most important though, she taught me how to take
care of others, how to love unconditionally and how to be a wife and a mother.
Our hearts are broken and we will all truly be lost without her. Her smile would light
up a room and her laugh was infectious. She had the biggest heart in that tiny frame.
She was strong, a fighter and loved fiercely. Her heart and smile were big enough for
us all.
I am so blessed to be surrounded and loved by so many family and friends who have
reached out. Cory has been my rock the last few weeks and my babes have been so
strong for me, holding me up when I need it the most. I can not wait to be home and
hug on them and I get see my Mom in their faces, their talents and their personalities
daily.

januaryncory - June 05, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“

Energetic. Definitely happy. Hospitable. Generous. Paula.
We met Paula and Mark when they owned and operated It's Personal on Main Street
Placerville. She always welcomed the 3Gs & Friends band with big smiles and a
willingness to set them up just right for the performance.
It was fun to watch her work the crowd, keep glasses full, help out the staff when
they were slammed and stop for a minute to chat with you personally.
Paula, you will be missed!
With heartfelt sympathy to Mark and family,
Duncan Purcell & Janet Kanter-Purcell

Janet Kanter-Purcell - June 04, 2020 at 04:57 PM

“

I am so very sorry about Paula’s passing. I still can’t get my head around that she is
gone. My thoughts are flooded with memories of my friend. I loved hearing her
Massachusetts accent, calling Mark, “Mawk,” and her laughter and excitement as we
toured steam locomotives in Ely Nevada. She was someone you wanted to protect
and put your arm around. She was also very tough and determined and didn’t give
up easily, churning out dish after delicious dish during a long day of catering, when
others would have crumbled. I was exhausted watching her and mesmerized by how
deftly she prepared the dishes.
Paula also had a great sense of style that kept me in awe. She could make any meal
inviting and beautiful, and make you feel honored. She knew how to dress to create
a vibe that fit perfectly. She took an interest in your passion and was a great listener.
There are so many memories that I could go on forever. I realize that those
memories are now inside of me, making me a better a person and keeping Paula
alive.
Paula deeply loved Mark and her family. My deepest condolences to Mark, January,
Kristin, grandchildren, and the rest of the family.
Bobbie Garcia

Bobbie Garcia - June 03, 2020 at 08:46 PM

“

We shared so many memorable times together over the years, birthdays, dinners,
game nights. Paula was so full of sweetness, kindness and love.
Our hearts are full with all the good we shared together. Miss you our dear friend.
Ron and Carol

Carol Catania - June 03, 2020 at 11:57 AM

“

I just can’t process this! January and her family came into my life through high school
rodeo. We have so many memories from rodeo, queen competitions, Great Lake fun
and always good times at the winery. You all became family. I will miss the sparkle of
her eyes and that infectious smile. Heaven definitely gained an angel. May you fly
above and protect us all especially watch over those amazing grand babies. Forever
missed we love you!

Holly Montgomery-Jason - June 02, 2020 at 11:44 PM

“

To Mark, January, Kristin and all the whole family, Holly and I are so saddened at the
loss of Paula. Paula was such a lovely, sweet, funny, caring, smart and positive
person. We haven't known Mark and Paula as long as many of you, but from the first
time we met, they have always treated us like life long friends and family. Just in the
few years we have known Paula, there have been so many wonderful memories.Our
thoughts and prayers are with you all now and in the coming days as you come to
grips with this and begin to be able to to bask in your memories of this amazing
person.
With Love, Holly and Leigh

Leigh Pringle - June 02, 2020 at 07:52 PM

“

Mark and family;
It’s not often one can be blessed with wonderful neighbors like you and Paula. I
would marvel at watching you both work, tirelessly, making your place a joy to
behold. And that smile of hers. Every time I saw her, she was wearing one. The world
was a better place while Paula was here.
Betsy and Brian.

Betsy Moore - June 02, 2020 at 06:51 PM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Paula Marie Boldrighini
Gendron.

June 02, 2020 at 05:40 PM

“

191 files added to the album Mom

januaryncory - June 02, 2020 at 02:06 PM

“

Mark, January and Kristin
My heartfelt sympathies go out to you on the loss of your dear Paula.
All the time I knew her and worked with her, I found her always cheerful, upbeat and
energetic, regardless of her problems.
I'd lost touch with her since she moved from Paso Robles.
God bless you Paula. You will be missed.
Lei Norman

Lei - June 02, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“

I always enjoyed Paula’s sense of humor. She could spark a laugh about
ANYTHING. She was warm and compassionate too — always a delight to be with. I
was honored to be part of her circle of friends. Peter Kirby

Peter Kirby - June 01, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

Dear Mark, January, and Kristin
I am so very sad to hear of Paula's passing. I cannot believe that I have know you
and your family for almost 20 years. Your family was one of the first people that I met
and working at the winery, we ended up becoming friends with all of you. You always
treated Scott and I as part of your family and for that we are forever grateful. Paula
was a special person who when you were around her she brought comfort and
happiness to you and was always so excited to hear what was going on in our lives
from getting engaged, to buying a house, to telling her that we were was going to
have a baby. Paula was a genuine person and she will be missed dearly. We miss all
of you and know that our hearts full of love are with you and your families during this
time.
Love always Scott and Holly Barrett

holly barrett - June 01, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

Paula and Mark were wonderful friends to us. We saw them within the last few
months and shared stories and hugs. We both got our own special bottles of wine
with our names of them 3 years ago for our 70th birthday. Paula, you my friend have
left a wonderful gift of memories and always a smile. Prayers for Mark and the family

Tim and Linda Irwin - June 01, 2020 at 03:25 PM

“

I am so sadden to hear this news.Paula was always so sweet. I remember the day
we first met I asked her about her accent..she smiled and said east coast...I said it
was nice to hear my motherland accent again..she said are you from back east? Yes
, New York but I lost my accent somehow...she laughed..Rest in Peace.

matricia - June 01, 2020 at 03:01 PM

“

So sorry for your loss...Paula was always an upbeat, friendly and loving friend.
Please know that you are in our thoughts through this trying time...Love Butch and
Nona Cantalupo and Erin Duffy

Nona Cantalupo - June 01, 2020 at 12:17 PM

“

paula, my dear friend, there are no words to describe the pure beautiful light you
shed on this world. You truly where the kindest most genuine human I have had the
honor to call my friend. I can not share just one memory because every moment I
spent with you was cherished. I will forever be thankful that you where a part of my
life. I love you my friend and will forever hold our time together dear to my heart, until
we meet again.

Angie Land - May 31, 2020 at 08:52 PM

“

I will always have a fond memory of us together during the Sand Fire neighborhood
evacuation. I had picked you up at your It's Personal Store in Placerville because you
were stuck at the store without a vehicle. You closed up the shop, grabbed a bottle of
sparkling wine and snacks and jumped in my car. We drove to the 24-hour gym
parking lot (in case we had to use their bathroom) and sat in the car all night drinking
the wine and eating the snacks. We laughed a lot and had a great time. You were the
kindest and the most positive person that I have had the privilege of knowing. Your
smile and laugh were contagious. The next morning we drove to the Placerville
Fairgrounds and joined all the other evacuees, when a friend called on my cell and
invited us to stay at her house that night. She and her husband spoiled us while we
were there. We had to leave their house when they received a call that the fire was
heading their way. Next, we went to Lynnette and Dan's house. Dan cooked us a
huge, delicious breakfast the next morning. Thanks goodness none of us lost our
homes to the fire.
All in all, we had a delightful time. You made it an adventure. You had such positive
energy and a lot of it!! You were so full of life. I'm having a hard time believing that
you're gone. You never complained about not feeling good and was willing to do
anything.
I will miss you, beautiful lady.
Hugs,
SueB

Sue Boucke - May 31, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

Dear Mark, January and Kristin,
I’m so very sad to hear about Paula’s passing. Paula was such a lovely and loving
individual. Along with being a devoted mother and wife, she was a dedicated
caregiver to her mother in law, Ruthie (my mom’s sister), and father in law, Ernie,
then later to Auntie Evelyn and Uncle Chick Comey. She truly was an angel to them
all during their elder years. You can be sure they, along with my mom, Rose (who
adored Paula), were waiting at heaven’s gate to welcome her.
You have Norm’s and my heartfelt sympathy, love and prayers.
Prudence Sharp Lezy (Chabot cousin)

Prudence Lezy - May 31, 2020 at 02:49 PM

“

I loved you my dear sweet friend and will miss our phone calls and visits. You were
my first true friend when I moved to California we had an instant bond both growing
up in New England. Your memory will live on thru all the hearts you touched. Till we
meet again Rest In Peace.

Sheila Bournival - May 31, 2020 at 02:43 PM

“

I have so many wonderful childhood memories at the Gendron home and JanKris.
Paula was one of the sweetest people I have ever met and always made us feel
welcome. She worked her tail off in the tasting room, worked the THS Booster Booth
with my mom, hosted parties, went to all of January and Kristin’s events.....and
always did it looking so stylish and classy.
She will be missed dearly but can be found quickly when looking at her daughters
and grandchildren.
My deepest condolences to Mark, January, Kristin and family.

Katie Crocker - May 31, 2020 at 01:48 PM

“

When I heard of Paulas passing, my first thought was, ‘The angels welcomed one of
their own home today!’
And my heart broke for Mark, January, Kristen and the rest of the family.
I first met Paula during the High School Rodeo days. Always wonderfully friendly and
so classy! I loved her laugh! So proud and supportive of January and Kristen, she
loved watching them compete! This world has lost an angel that heaven has gained
thats for sure!
I pray The Lord gives the entire family and her many friends who miss her peace,
knowing that one day they will see her again!

Terrie Estrada - May 31, 2020 at 12:42 PM

“

My earliest memory of Paula was when I became great friends with her daughter
Kristin when we were in middle school. Paula was a mom who always welcomed
anyone to their home, their winery and always out on the lake with their family. Some
of my fondest memories growing up was with the Gendron family and more
specifically, Paula. She was always up for making us a sandwich or snack in their
deli or driving us around in her little red convertible. Paula always had a smile on her
face.
As we grew up and moved to different places and had our own families, I still loved to
touch base with Kristin and check on how her parents were doing. A few years ago,
my family and Paula actually ended up on the same flight to Texas from Sacramento.
We sat by each other and chatted the whole way. She was able to meet my children
and she went on and on about her own grandchildren. She loved her daughters and
grandchildren so very much. This moment is something I will cherish.
I want to send my love and support to the family and know that we are all with you
during this shocking and difficult time. We loved Paula so much and she brought light
to anyone she met.

Megan Schultze (Alred) - May 31, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

5 files added to the album Bruce's Paula pics

Bruce Clark - May 31, 2020 at 10:03 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Paula Marie Boldrighini Gendron.

May 31, 2020 at 08:39 AM

“

I met Paula when my family moved to Church St. In Mansfield. We were both five
years old. We went through elementary and middle school together, went to St.
Mary’s, roller skated, climbed trees, played kick ball or can whatever was available
and rode bikes. We trick or treated on Halloween and went caroling at Christmas
time. I basically was at the Boldrighini house almost everyday. She came to the Cape
with my family but she got home sick!
When my husband Ed Met Paula for the first, it was in her apartment in Mansfield. It
was covered with tin foil inside with a black light going!
Ed and I were in San Francisco and she gave us a tour of the city, we ate in
Chinatown, we saw the Pacific Ocean for the first time. We also went to HaightAshbury and came across a shop that had tin foil in the window with a black light! Rd
was 25 years later! The three of us were laughing so hard we couldn’t stop!!
We were recently trying to plan to get together. We weren’t able to do it. I loved
Paula my whole life. I will miss her kindness, compassion, loyalty and her sense of
humor. God bless my dear friend.

Andrea Deusser - May 31, 2020 at 08:00 AM

“

When I was first beginning to hang out with Paula and Kristin, I was taken by their
beauty, both inside and out. Paula’s dress was always sharp. her outfits sparkled,
and I loved her heals! There was even a few years where I was routinely wearing
them myself.
I cherish the times we spent together. One outstanding adventure was a 2 day trip
with Kristin and Thomas to LA to make preparations for their wedding. The four of us
went shopping, then going shopping and then doing some more shopping lol. I have
a particularly special memory from that weekend of the four of us at the hotel. What a
great slumber party.
Paula was fun and ready to share her incredibly cute laugh. Whether on a trip to
Disneyland, co-babysitting or doing dishes (many a meal: thank you Thomas and
Kristin). I appreciated that we could just talk and be friends.
I loved watching her watch Booker and Everly. Her face would light up and her
giggles would sing. My heart is broken for them.
Paula was loving and she was loved. An awful hard loss for friends and family. May
God bring comfort and peace.
With love,
Inga

inga odenwald - May 31, 2020 at 01:12 AM

“

This is just hard to comprehend. Mark, January and Kristin, we are heartsick for you.
Stories of raising a horse crazy family while running a winery are my first memories
of Paula. I can see the twinkle in her eye and wide smile as she told those stories
even now as I write this note. Paula's creative spirit and competence in areas that I
have none inspired me. She was soft, warm, comforting and well - just lovely.
These past few years during the Windows To My Soul Gala, Mark and Paula
generously paid for, made and served the Margaritas. I am always anxious the night
of the Gala, but I found comfort in the booth with Paula and Mark. Of course they
would keep my glass full, but more than that their booth became my home base.
Whenever I needed an exhale or friendly smile I found myself back with Mark and
Paula. Paula ALWAYS brought me calm in the storm. Her smile and knowing were
the lift that got me through.
The Hodges and our entire community will miss Paula desperately.
Mark, we love you buddy - We are here in whatever way, however you need.

Cindy Skelton-Hodge - May 31, 2020 at 01:00 AM

“

25 files added to the album Bruce's Paula pics

Bruce Clark - May 30, 2020 at 11:19 PM

“

Regretfully, Paula departed our circle of friends. I knew of her long relationship with
horses, and the wine and restaurant business.
Her bright and cheerful personality always brought delight to those that knew her.
Her passing leaves us yearning; she will be missed. Unlike people that lessen those
they touch, Paula deeply enriched those that shared time with her.
Farewell, Paula, knowing you was a distinct pleasure.
Bruce n Jen

Bruce Clark - May 30, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

We have many happy memories with Paula and Mark. One of our favorites was the
week we spent together with them and other folks in Moab. Paula was a gracious
host and a beautiful spirit that we will miss forever. We were very lucky to have
gotten to experience her beautiful smile and warm heart. We will all be sadder for not
having her with us but we won't forget her. Love Augie & Gail

Augie & Gail - May 30, 2020 at 09:52 PM

“

6 files added to the album Memories Album

Linda Keating - May 30, 2020 at 08:12 PM

“

Mark, January & Kristin This is such a total tragedy for you and all of your friends
that loved Paula so much. You both always seemed so connected with each other
and in sync. I know Paula thought the sun rose and set on you. She was in awe of
everything you were capable of doing. And the both of you have done so much
together over the years. your expertise and range of knowledge, has always amazed
us. And she was so proud of that. In talking with you , it has always seemed that
nothing was too much of a challenge for the both of you to take on. You were
partners and helpmates in every sense of the word I know at this point there is not
much comfort to be had. But I know if she had to choose her time, place and who to
be with when she passed, it would have been exactly as it happened, in your arms.
We are here for you for anything at any time. your loving friend victoria

mark jay gendron - May 30, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

I’ve debated for a few days now whether or not to post this.. For privacy reasons but
also it’s admitting to myself and my children that this is real. It doesn’t feel real. It
feels like a horrible nightmare you can’t wake up from. My Aunt Paula was the
sweetest, most caring, outgoing, witty, and loving women you’ll ever meet. Through
middle school and high school I had the privilege to go spend weeks in California
every summer with her, my cousins and my Uncle Mark. It was some of the best
times of my life.. getting up early helping with the cows, horses and other animals
along with the winery, helping feed celebrities and cater to James Taylor one year at
the fair, seeing Tim McGraw for the first time live, shopping, laughing and making the
best memories a girl could ask for. Going to the lake house, sitting on the porch
talking all night long and learning how to jet ski while watching the cows lounge on
the mountains. One year auntie even let me drive her Pontiac from San Luis Obispo
to San Fransisco, she taught me how to drive on a five lane highway. Auntie Paula
was an incredible women, her strength and resilience were something I admired. No
matter what she was going through or what I was going through she always made
the best of every situation and helped me through anything I needed. I remember
one year when I was visiting she brought me to this tiny little town called Harmony. It
was beautiful and peaceful, with a population of only 18! I fell in love with the tiny
shops and people. Recently, my children were able to get to know her and they loved
her just as much as I did. They looked up to her, they always wanted to be around
her, and Liam even taught her how to floss. Haha. Our hearts are forever broken not
having her here on this Earth anymore. It’s been extremely difficult to accept that she
is no longer with us. But it’s been more difficult on my mom, her sisters and bothers,
my uncle and my cousins. I’m trying my best to be there as much as I can for my
mom, who not only lost her sister but one of her best friends and help my children
through this loss.
You will always be in our hearts auntie. We love you
so much
Ashley Pelrine

Kristin Odenwald - May 30, 2020 at 07:46 PM

“

My mom, will truly be missed by my Dad, Sister, grandkids, brothers and sisters and
countless friends she has gathered along the years. She was beautiful inside and
out. Loving and selfless to all. Mom, I love you.

Kristin Odenwald - May 30, 2020 at 07:42 PM

