Russell Lee Thomas
August 1, 1939 - March 18, 2021

Russell Lee Thomas, born August 1, 1939, Oklahoma City, OK. Went to heaven to be with
our Lord on March 18, 2021, Cameron Park CA.
He leaves behind his beloved wife, Christina Ann Thomas, son Russell E. Thomas,
daughters Sherrie Thomas, Michelle Rodriguez and Natasha Forsberg, brothers Phillip
Thomas and Glenn Thomas. And eight (8) grandsons, two (2) granddaughters, (2) great
granddaughters, (1) great grandson and three (3) step grandsons. Russ was preceded in
death by his daughter, Julie Geiser, mother Thelma Reid and father Glen Thomas.
Russ was loved by everyone he touched in life. He had a full life serving in so many
different facets. He served our country in the Navy 1956 - 1962, in his professional life he
served our communities in law enforcement for 35 years and retired as a Police Chief. He
owned a restaurant that served breakfast and lunch, sold real estate, he was a nondestructive engineer, quality engineer, program manager and the list goes on. He obtained
a Doctorate in Theology and became a Minister. He had a passion for restoring old cars.
His favorite annual outing was to go to Hot August Nights in Reno, NV and drool over all
the beautiful vehicles.
There were so many notable achievements in his life, from being recognized as Officer of
the Year for the Greater Sacramento Region, Heroism, being in Who’s Who, etc. They
were achievements he was proud of but his main focus was his family and he made sure
to guide and point them in the right direction and let them know how much they were
loved. His personal relationships he built with people was also very important to him. He
valued all his relationships so much more than his professional achievements.
Memorial Service will be held on April 9, 2021 at 12:00pm, Green Valley Mortuary, 3004
Alexandrite Drive, Rescue, CA 95762. Celebration of life immediately following the
memorial service will be held at Rescue Community Center, 4180 Green Valley Road,
Rescue, CA
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Memorial Service

12:00PM - 01:00PM

Green Valley Mortuary - Rescue/Cameron Park
3004 Alexandrite Drive, Rescue, CA, US, 95672

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Video

Christina Thomas - April 11, 2021 at 11:38 PM

“

Dear Christina,
Sending you much love and all my sympathies as you remember your beloved
husband. I know how much you were blessed with the love of God. “So do not fear,
for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10
Peace and love,
Karen Kent

Karen Kent - April 08, 2021 at 06:41 PM

“

13 files added to the tribute wall

natasha - March 24, 2021 at 11:47 PM

“

Wonderful pics Tash!
Kristy Geers - March 31, 2021 at 12:21 AM

“

82 files added to the album Memories Album

Christina Thomas - March 23, 2021 at 07:45 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Christina Thomas - March 23, 2021 at 04:28 PM

“

Ed Hawkins lit a candle in memory of Russell Lee Thomas

Ed Hawkins - March 22, 2021 at 11:08 PM

“

When I was entering adolescence, AKA young male puberty, Russel E Thomas and
John Riviello were the best friends I had at that age. I had no father , he was killed
when i was three, so I was lucky enough to be good friends with John R. REThomas
in those days of the early 1970's. RE was my best friend at the time but his dad, RL
Thomas, taught me what it was to be a man and to think for myself. RE Thomas was
my best friend, and I was totally in love with his sister, Sherry. Sorry Sherry, you have
no idea. But it was Russ's dad, RL Thomas who had as much influence on who I
turned out to be as anyone. He did not say I will show you the way, Ed, He just lived
his life as he saw fit and never ducked his head to anyone. RL was a Navy veteran
complete with embarrassing tattoos on his arm that he had another tattoo made over
the top. The result was a big black blob. RE joined the US Air Force and served
faithfully, and I joined the US Army. Thank you Russ E Thomas for being my friend,
you know how it is done. And also to your dad, my friend and hero, RL Thomas, for
being who you were without apology and teaching me, by example. RL has never
been far from my thoughts over 50 years.

Ed Hawkins - March 22, 2021 at 10:39 PM

