Samuel Joseph Traina Jr.
August 27, 1929 - June 5, 2020

On Friday, June 5th, 2020, Samuel Joseph Traina, Jr., loving husband, father and
grandfather, passed away peacefully at the age of 90.
Sam (known to friends as Buddy) was born on August 27, 1929 in Palo Alto, California. He
attended San Jose State University, where he was a star running back on the football
team. On November 11, 1950, he married high school sweetheart Betty Jo Miller. They
raised their daughter Paulette in Menlo Park, where they lived for 65 years before moving
to El Dorado County in 2018.
Buddy was a passionate outdoors man, hunter and taxidermist. He went on his last duck
hunting trip just a few months before his death. His boundless energy and outgoing nature
ensured a steady stream of life-long friends.
Buddy was preceded in death by his father Samuel Sr., and his mother Alice. He is
survived by his wife Betty, his daughter Paulette, and his grandchildren Nicolette and
Sam.
A memorial service was held on June 13th at Green Valley Mortuary in Rescue, and the
burial was held on June 16th at Alta Mesa Cemetery in Palo Alto.

Comments

“

I am not even so sure what to write. What would Papa want me to say? Albeit
something funny, witty, charming or cheeky. In all honesty, I believe I have the best
grandfather ever to be on this earth. Papa was the most loving, hardworking,
perseverant and humorous man. He never failed to kiss you right on the lips, pat you
on the back or embrace you so deeply that you felt his heart jump right into yours. He
was obsessed with me, as much as I with him. Grief and love are twins. Meaning, the
amount of pain I am in around the loss, equates to how much I loved him. I never did
really understand my love in the primal way I do in his absence. I love you, Papa.
Forever your ugly girl.

Nicolette Gottuso - June 22, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

Sorry this is so late. Kathy Freitas just sent this to me. Loved Buddy. We went hunting with
him and my Uncles up in the Somavia ranch in Tres Pinos back in the '60s. Buddy and
Betty were like family for all these years. My brother, Tom, has missed their hunting trips.
Janice Hansen Duncan Kennedy - December 04, 2020 at 02:54 PM

“

On Friday, June 5th, 2020, Samuel Joseph Traina, Jr., loving husband, father and
grandfather, passed away peacefully at the age of 90.
Sam (known to friends as Buddy) was born on August 27, 1929 in Palo Alto,
California. He attended San Jose State University, where he was a star running back
on the football team. On November 11, 1950, he married high school sweetheart
Betty Jo Miller. They raised their daughter Paulette in Menlo Park, where they lived
for 65 years before moving to El Dorado County in 2018.
Buddy was a passionate outdoorsman, hunter and taxidermist. He went on his last
duck hunting trip just a few months before his death. His boundless energy and
outgoing nature ensured a steady stream of life-long friends.
Buddy was preceded in death by his father Samuel Sr., and his mother Alice. He is
survived by his wife Betty, his daughter Paulette, and his grandchildren Nicolette and
Sam.
A memorial service was held on June 13th at Green Valley Mortuary in Rescue, and
the burial was held on June 16th at Alta Mesa Cemetery in Palo Alto.

ngottuso - June 18, 2020 at 05:37 PM

“

Buddy was my father-In-law. During the 30+ years I knew him, we shared many
adventures in the mountains and duck blinds across California; he taught me many
things about the outdoors. His energetic drive to create and build resulted in many
projects that greatly improved our homes, both in Menlo Park and Shingle Springs.
His last creation was a very fancy dog house for my daughter's dog Gunner. It's a
beauty, and was made with lots of love.
An avid hunter his entire life and right till the end, I took him on his last duck hunting
trip just a couple of months ago in Gustine. He was extremely happy, doing what he
loved for as long as he was able.
Samuel Joseph Traina, Jr., Sam to his co-workers at Menlo Park Fire, Buddy to close
friends, Dad to his adoring daughter Paulette and dear wife Betty, Papa to his loving
grandkids and Pop to me. We all miss him terribly, and we hold the very fondest of
memories of his positive influence on our lives. We will cherish him forever in our
hearts.
Rest In Peace, Pop.
Nick Gottuso

Nick Gottuso - June 12, 2020 at 05:36 PM

