Sandy Bussey Cole
October 5, 1960 - August 19, 2020

On August 19th, 2020 Sandy Bussey Cole passed away comfortably, peacefully, and on
her own terms after surrendering to a long and tiring battle with Leukemia. Her loving
husband and son, Mike and Bryan, held her hand until the very end at UC Davis Medical
Center when she decided she was ready to join her mother Sadie and father Lewis in
heaven.
Sandy was born to parents Lewis and Sadie Bussey in Downers Grove IL on October 5th,
1960 and was the baby of the family. Sandy is survived by her son, Bryan Cole; her
husband, Michael Cole; her 3 older sisters, Marilyn Francis, Barbara Slansky, and Nancy
League; and her brother Robert Bussey.
Growing up Sandy was the fifth child and younger by 10 years from the other four. She
had the privilege of being raised not just by her parents, but also her 3 sisters and brother
who gave her lots of attention. As a teenager Sandy took up an interest in music and
played the French horn and Piano. She eventually graduated Downers Grove High School
in the class of 1978 and was accepted into University of Illinois at Champagne-Urbana’s
music program to play the French horn. During her college years Sandy decided to switch
her major and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 1982.
After working a few different jobs Sandy finally found she was really great in sales and
helped start and grow the Cole family business, Metroform, into the successful printing
and mailing company it is today.
After many great years at Metroform Sandy settled down with her husband Michael and
gave birth to her son Bryan. Throughout Bryan’s youth Sandy took a real pleasure in being
a mom and gave absolutely everything she had to make sure Bryan was well taken care
of. When Bryan was getting ready to start college and move out Sandy was tasked with a
challenge and diagnosed with breast cancer which she was able to fight off with no issue.
After those events Sandy decided that she would devote lots of her time to living a healthy
lifestyle and became a cyclist. She then joined The Bodacious Biking Babes women’s
cycling group where she made lots of her closest friends who she would go biking and
wine tasting with for years. Those biking babes eventually helped support Sandy all the
way through her final battle when she was diagnosed with Leukemia in 2018.
There will be a small funeral service held for Sandy on 8/27/2020 at Green Valley

Mortuary followed by a massive celebration of life sometime in the following months to
come.
When undergoing treatment Sandy’s favorite Doctor was also a cyclist by the name of
Joseph Tuscano. He is involved with the annual Crush biking Challenge which raises
money to help patients like Sandy fight liquid tumors such as leukemia and lymphoma.
Please consider making contributions to https://deleuzefoundation.org/

Comments

“

Flynn Myers lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Flynn Myers - September 15, 2020 at 02:43 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Wendy Slepian - September 04, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Being only a few years older than we were, Sandy was always the cool aunt, the fun
one who paid attention to us younger nieces and nephews and entertained us. We all
adored her. When I was a freshman in college, my sister and I went to visit her and
Uncle Mike in California for spring break. We had fun seeing sites, shopping, and just
getting special girl time with our auntie. On another visit, for Bryan’s second birthday
(it was a little gymnastics party), I watched how much fun Sandy was having being a
mom. For some reason, I remember Sandy laughing with me in the kitchen that visit
because Bryan had decided that he was now a big boy and no longer wanted to sit in
a booster seat or wear a bib ever again. He was eating soup, most of which was on
his shirt, and grinning as proudly as his momma. So cute. I have many other
memories I treasure of Sandy, since we were the only Busseys on the west coast, we
tried to get together when we lived within a day’s drive. She was my rock during my
cancer, sending me books and info she had collected, and commiserating with me as
one who had been there before. She was always positive, always loving, and will
always be in my heart. I will miss her dearly. Chrissy

Christine Abel - August 27, 2020 at 08:48 PM

“
“

Beautiful words about a beautiful, inside and out, Aunt Sandy.
Nancy - August 27, 2020 at 10:37 PM

I can sure picture those two smiles as Bryan ate that soup!
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 08:28 AM

“

To the Friends & Family of Sandy Bussey Cole. I am Skip Francis, 2nd oldest brother
in law, married to Sandy’s 2nd oldest sister, Marilyn. I met Sandy for the 1st time
when I was 18, a senior in high school. I believe she was 1 year old. I had fallen in
Love with Marilyn and meeting the family was paramount. Sandy’s role in my life, at
that time, was limited at best, as I was soon off to college. However; our family
connection certainly grew from that point forward. One of the most memorable
occasions was Sandy’s role as our flower girl at our wedding. Her youthful
excitement, exuberance, beauty and smile, made the wedding a most special
occasion. Reflecting on a personal memory, Sandy and I met for dinner in
Minneapolis. She had graduated from college & was in flight attendant training w/
Northwest Airlines. I was there on business. Our conversation dealt w/ family, friends,
events. However; at one point it turned more serious re: her goals in life. She
indicated her role as a flight attendant would be short lived. She was absolutely
insistent she would be a leader in industry. I had not known this side of her
personality. On reflection, this stated desire to succeed in the business world carried
her to be the charismatic and successful business leader that she became. I believe
It was her destiny to end up in California, meet Mike and make Metroform the
incredible success story it is today. I believe Sandy fulfilled many of her dreams.
Marrying Mike; giving birth & raising Bryan. Watching him grow into the incredible
young man he is today. Being the business leader she was determined to be. Sandy
made the lives of so many others better than they ever would have been without her.
What a beautiful story for all of us. Oh! And by the way. Sandy never lacked for
“Quality” in taste. That dinner experience, in all the right ways, turned out to be the
most expensive dinner experience in my life up to that point. Marilyn and I lived on a
budget, raising our three son’s. That dinner exceeded our budget. It took quite a
period of time before Marilyn and I had a similar priced dinner experience. Sandy, I
miss you. Go forward knowing that what you have touched in your earthly life will live
& prosper forever. Your Loving brother in law, Skip.

skip francis - August 27, 2020 at 01:37 PM

“

“

Dinner in Minneapolis a long lost memory for me! A special one to share.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 09:37 AM

Kevin and Tyson purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of
Sandy Bussey Cole.

Kevin and Tyson - August 27, 2020 at 09:15 AM

“

In February Sandy asked our book group for the list of books “for the whole year”
because she was a fighter and she was committed to beating this thing. “Life
changes without permission, it's our attitude that determines the ride .....” was the tag
line on her emails. She was hiking along Folsom Lake just a few weeks ago.
We went on many bike rides, including Cycle Oregon, the Giro Bello in Sonoma,
Breathe California rides in Petaluma and South Lake Tahoe, the Sierra Goldrush ride
and many local training rides. My favorite rides were the Hallo Wheelin rides, also in
Sonoma, which began as her birthday ride with maybe six of us and ended up
including over half the team, about 25, and our largest group ride outside of the
Breathe, California rides. Nancy insisted that we all wear witches hats, and I made
her a pink tutu. The next year we all wore tutus, pink and black leggings, and other
such silliness!
I never heard her utter an unkind word, so she had many friends and we all loved her
dearly. We also shared many beautiful dinners, wine tasting events and parties with
neighbors Kay and Tarrel, Mike, and my husband RIchard. But she was so much
more than the parties and the fun. She had an intense reservoir of strength, which
made me feel stronger. In quiet moments she was her most beautiful, most gracious
and inspiring. She insisted on climbing all the way to the top of the Schneider Cow
Camp switchbacks at Kirkwood, despite thunder and rain in late summer. She urged
me to consider work life balance when choosing between two job offers, one for
somewhat more money but endless overtime and the other one, with a more
standard schedule. I took her advice on that, and am applying for a promotion now.
Whether it was the long way, out of the way, or just another way, if Sandy was with
you, you knew it would be a great way. So build the big fire that we can see for many
miles and years, and I will join you in that beautiful place of perfect peace and
freedom. Perhaps we will ride a smooth stretch of road along the lake, paddle our
kayaks through the glistening sun or climb the strenuous Sierras. We’ll talk about
books and music and art. But mostly, we’ll share a sense of wonder and awe for this
beautiful world and the parts we share together.

Wendy Slepian - August 27, 2020 at 05:36 AM

“

Thanks for sharing these fun memories! I never rode with your group, but sure wish I had.
Wonderful friends.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 08:33 AM

“

Rebecca Rusnak lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Rebecca Rusnak - August 26, 2020 at 11:15 PM

“

“

Very nice thoughts! Sisters are so important in life!
Nancy League - August 26, 2020 at 11:51 PM

I am Rebecca Rusnak, and a niece of Sandy’s. I have many, many fond memories of
growing up and spending time with my very sweet Aunt Sandy, who I always looked
up to. I remember her showing me how she put makeup on when I was a little girl
and I didn’t think it got much cooler than that! She used to babysit for us sometimes
and I can remember playing games with her in our backyard. She used to spin me
around in circles and then we would fall down dizzy and laugh. She was such a warm
and loving person and fun to be around. I remember feeling sad when she left for
college and wasn’t at our grandparents house when we would go to visit them.
Mike and Bryan, you have my deepest sympathies. My heart breaks at this loss. She
was so young and vibrant and loving. I will truly miss her.

Rebecca Rusnak - August 26, 2020 at 11:14 PM

“

Very special memories Becky.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 08:36 AM

“

I first met Sandy in 2014 when we walked together for a NAMI fundraiser following
which she became a part of our local book club. When I think of Sandy, I remember a
sweet, compassionate and generous friend who delighted in her reading and always
discussed books and the characters in a very nonjudgmental way. Sandy was
kindness personified and her positivity in the face of impossible odds is something
that I found so admirable. What came shining through every contact that I had with
her was her immense love for her son, and her pride in his achievements. I'm so
grateful for all the precious memories that I have of Sandy!

Shirin Nizar - August 26, 2020 at 10:08 PM

“

Steve League lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Steve League - August 26, 2020 at 09:46 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Bryan and Mike, as well as the Bussey and Cole family.
Sandy was a late in life addition and joy to her parents, Sadie and Lew, and her
siblings, Barbara, Marilyn, Nancy, and Bob. She became a bridge between
generations by being closer in age to many nephews and nieces than to her own
siblings. For that reason, as well as her especial personality, she was active and
interested in so many family lives. In her early years, she exhibited talent as an
accomplished musician, giving way to a successful business career. Most important
to her, she was a loving mother, wife, and friend to many. Her never give-up attitude
and will to live, battling this terrible disease, was both inspirational and disappointing.
We will all miss the sparkle in her eyes, the song and laughter in her voice, and her
sense of adventure.
Steve League
brother in law/ married to middle Bussey, Nancy League

Steve League - August 26, 2020 at 09:45 PM

“

Your last sentence says it all for me Steve.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 08:39 AM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Sandy Bussey Cole.

August 26, 2020 at 07:05 PM

“

Jennifer Sobon lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Jennifer Sobon - August 26, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

I am Jennifer Sobon, Sandy's niece. I have so many fond memories of my Aunt
Sandy. Sandy was 9 years older than me. As a child, I have memories of sleepovers
at my Grandma and Grandpa's house in Downers Grove, IL when I was maybe 9 or
10 years old, and Sandy was away at college. I rememer looking in to her room and
feeling sad that she was not at home, but also admiring her pretty older-girl room.
She seemed so grown up to me at that time.
As the years passed, the age difference between us felt less and less. Sandy had
Bryan 18 months before I had my first child. In fact, she and Bryan came to my
medical school graduation in Tampa, Florida when Bryan was 18 months old, weeks
before my first daughter, Katie, was born. I watched Bryan grow up and reach
milestones just ahead of my daughter. Sandy and I connected over the years as 2
mothers raising their children.
Bryan and Mike, I am so incredibly sorry for your loss. I will forever miss my Aunt
Sandy. My brother is right - the family get togethers will never be the same. Bryan,
your Mom and Dad and your Mom's family are so proud of you and the accomplished
young man you have become. Please know that I am always here for you if you need
advice, friendship, encouragement, help....I know that my older children will always
be there for you also. My door is always open.
Much love,
Jenny and family ( John, Katie, Holly, Matthew, and Lindsey)

Jennifer Sobon - August 26, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“
“

“

A very nice sentiment!
Nancy - August 26, 2020 at 09:55 PM

She was much more than an aunt to you, Jenny. She was your friend.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 08:43 AM

Our family met Sandy, Mike and Bryan during swim team in 2006. We began a
wonderful friendship and enjoyed many laughs together while our sons went through
middle and high school and on to college. Sandy was so much fun. We just had so
many laughs together! She was such a catalyst for joining people together for good
times and new friendships. We are very sad about her illness and the loss of such an
incredible woman. She got me to join the Bike babes and I rode with her until we
moved to Sacramento in 2016. I am so lucky to have known such an incredible
person. God Bless the Cole Family.

ksadao - August 26, 2020 at 06:35 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Doug Slansky - August 26, 2020 at 05:03 PM

“

I have a lot of great memories of hanging out with Sandy in Downers Grove. We
were close enough in age that she seemed like an older sister to me more than an
aunt. I remember helping her move into a house down in Urbana-Champaign when
she was a student at U of I. She was so excited to be living off-campus with her
friends. I thought she was pretty cool...and I was right.
In 2017, I was fortunate enough to be able to visit with Sandy and Mike while on a
business trip. I stayed with them for the weekend, and we had a great time talking
about family and the future. We did a little "wine country" tour, and some hiking. She
loved the peace and tranquility of the outdoors. I'm glad that I had this time with her
to cherish.
Sandy, your laughter and smiles will be missed by all of us. Rest peacefully - you
deserve it.
Love,
Doug

Doug Slansky - August 26, 2020 at 05:00 PM

“
“
“

Great memories Doug.
Barbara Slansky - August 26, 2020 at 09:54 PM

Very sweet, Doug!
Nancy League - August 26, 2020 at 11:46 PM

Thanks for sharing your memories Doug. Love the photo!
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 08:45 AM

“

Doug Slansky lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Doug Slansky - August 26, 2020 at 04:54 PM

“

Bill & Lori John purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Sandy Bussey
Cole.

Bill & Lori John - August 26, 2020 at 03:14 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Steve League Jr. - August 26, 2020 at 01:07 PM

“

Love that happy face!
Marilyn Francis - August 27, 2020 at 09:05 AM

“

Steve League Jr. lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Steve League Jr. - August 26, 2020 at 01:06 PM

“

Steve League Jr. nephew/friend -This is not supposed to be. Almost always in a good
mood. Thanks for all the rides in your Chevy Vega, when you had a license and I
didn’t. The family get togethers will never be the same without you. So sorry for all of
this. Until later.......

Steve League Jr. - August 26, 2020 at 01:05 PM

“

“

Sweet for sure!
nancy League - August 26, 2020 at 09:14 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Sandy Bussey Cole.

August 26, 2020 at 10:57 AM

“

I am Doug Slansky, Barbara's husband and Sandy's eldest brother-in-law. Barbara
and I were already a couple when Sandy was born and I've known her all her life.
Many friends and family tend to forget Sandy's musical talents and love of classical
music; something she and I shared. Sandy's mother, Sadie had a strong musical
background both singing and playing piano, often accompanying church choirs.
Sandy acquired music talent initially from Sadie and studying French Horn in school
band and orchestra. Sandy became an outstanding musician. She and four other
French Horn players joined our church organ and choir for a Sunday morning
service. I recall recognizing whenever Sandy was playing, whether as part of the
quintet or solo because of the clear tone she achieved plus her excellent technique;
clearly playing that special, live unrivaled performance. Another favorite memory is
the two of us quietly listening to a stereo performance of Van Cliburn playing
"Rachmaninoff's 3rd Piano Concerto". A joyously shared special moment for us both.
Sandy's wonderfully melodic voice enhancing her personal warmth and happy smile
remain forever a favorite loving memory.

Doug Slansky - August 25, 2020 at 09:33 PM

“

Thank you, Doug, for highlighting this part of Sandy’s life. Since Skip and I were busy
raising our own very young family during Sandy’s high school and college years we never
had the opportunity to hear her perform. I remember how surprised I was when she
changed her college major.
Marilyn Francis - August 26, 2020 at 10:34 AM

“

“

Super nice, Doug
Nancy League - August 26, 2020 at 11:48 PM

Jeff, Molly, Riley, and Kate Francis purchased the Bright and Beautiful Spray for the
family of Sandy Bussey Cole.

Jeff, Molly, Riley, and Kate Francis - August 25, 2020 at 09:28 PM

“

Much Love, Debbie & Leroy purchased the Heart's Companion Bouquet for the
family of Sandy Bussey Cole.

Much Love, Debbie & Leroy - August 25, 2020 at 07:40 PM

“

Marilyn Francis lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Marilyn Francis - August 25, 2020 at 03:33 PM

“

I am Marilyn Francis, Sandy’s #2 older sister. I remember the joy in our family when
she was born. She already had those beautiful blue eyes, and a full head of brown
curls. My older sister, Barb and I were in high school. I missed her dearly when I left
for college when she was only 2. A few years later, August 27, 1966, Sandy was the
darling flower girl in my husband, Skip’s, and my wedding. She grew up to be the
wonderful wife, Mom, aunt, and friend to so many. We will miss her always.

Marilyn Francis - August 25, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

Sandy was born when I was a senior in high school. I remember the excitement of
the four of us to have a baby sister! She had all our attention and love! She grew into
a beautiful, successful business woman, mother and wife. I somehow cannot believe
she is gone, the phone will not ring with her number, she will not be at our reunions
and I won't be able to send her anything for her birthday this year! Sandy you will
forever live in my heart as my loving little sister. You always had great love for all of
your family and friends. I know you are with the mommy and daddy that loved you so
much!
Loving you always, your biggest sister, Barb.

Barbara slansky - August 25, 2020 at 02:57 PM

“

Since you always lived in Downers near mom, dad, and Sandy you probably had more
opportunity to interact with her than any of us siblings until she moved to CA after
college.You became her rock, her “nurse Barbara, the big sister she turned to so often.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 08:56 AM

“

Barbara Slansky lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Barbara slansky - August 25, 2020 at 02:47 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Barbara slansky - August 25, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

To the Cole Family, on behalf of Amazing Facts International Ministry, words can not
suffice to express the heartfelt sorry that our entire ministry has expressed. Sandy
was so much a part of our ministry and the service that she gave to us from
Metroform has blessed so many people. Her personal attention to us and her kind,
sweet way and gifts she brought to us at Christmas were always appreciated! She is
sorely missed. Our prayers and thoughts are with you.
Cordially,
Doug Batchelor and Amazing Facts Staff

Doug Batchelor - August 25, 2020 at 02:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Nancy League - August 25, 2020 at 11:55 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Nancy League - August 25, 2020 at 11:45 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Robert Bussey - August 25, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

“

Look at those big blue eyes! The birth of Sandy certainly was a happy part of our lives.
Nancy - August 27, 2020 at 02:27 PM

I am Sandy’s older and only brother. Ten years separated us. I can still remember the
day she was born and then came home. When she was growing up, we used to love
clowning around. She was always active. When I was 18, I left for college, so we had
8 years of living together in the same house. She was a second family for our
parents, Sadie and Lew Bussey.
Sandy and I liked to wrestle, tickle, and just have a good time together. She had a
great laugh and smile and was quite witty. I have placed a picture in the photo area
of me holding Sandy in the air as I lay on my back. When we first started doing this,
she had to hold onto my feet as they were raised as high as I could. But she soon
found her balance and would simply stand-up in my hands. I remember this like it
was just yesterday.
I miss my little sister. She was one of a kind!!!!
Bob Bussey

Robert Bussey - August 25, 2020 at 11:42 AM

“

You were the youngest of 4 for quite a while, but that all changed when you became the big
brother to our very special little sister.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 09:02 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Nancy League - August 25, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

Nancy League lit a candle in memory of Sandy Bussey Cole

Nancy League - August 25, 2020 at 11:06 AM

“

Steve and I have heavy hearts with grief for my little sister, Sandy. The youngest of
five, you left us too soon. We wish we could be with all of you and hug those that
loved my sweet sister/sister-in-law. We hope all of you can find the time to remember
the many special memories we all have of our Sandy. Hold on to those happier
times, we know we will! Remember her smile, her beauty, her sincerity, her love for
all of us and hold it in your hearts until we meet again in heaven.
These troubled times do not enable us to be there in person but our heart’s surely
are.
Love and hugs,
Nancy and Steve League

Nancy League - August 25, 2020 at 11:05 AM

“

Yes, we all wanted to be there yesterday, but are so glad we had the video during this
pandemic. It was a beautiful ceremony.
Marilyn Francis - August 28, 2020 at 09:08 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Sandy Bussey Cole.

August 23, 2020 at 11:35 PM

