Teresita Sagcal Countryman Wills
May 3, 1950 - November 20, 2020

Teresita “Che” Countryman Wills
May 3, 1950 – November 20, 2020
Che was born to Felisa Bernardo and Emeterio Diaz Sagcal near Cabanatuan City in
Nueva Ecija province, Luzon, Philippines on May 3, 1950. She passed away unexpectedly
from a heart attack on November 20, 2020, at her residence in Greenwood, California
doing what she loved most: cooking. She is the fifth child of her six siblings: Rogelio,
Rodolfo, Fe, Perla, Samuel, and Lambert. After graduating from high school, she attended
Central Colleges of the Philippines (CCP) where she attained a Bachelor of Science in
economics. She went on to work for Bechtel Corporation in Manila, and continued to work
for them in Jakarta, Indonesia; Bogota, Colombia; and San Francisco, United States.
She was married to B. Kenneth Smith in 1974 and had three daughters: Tanya, Kristine,
and Sarah-Dawn. After they moved to California, she later married Dwayne Countryman in
1988, with whom she had daughter Courtney, and son Dallen. In 2010 Che was married
briefly to Dan Wills and moved to Greenwood in El Dorado County, California. She is
survived by all her children, her siblings Rogelio, Samuel, Fe, and many more cousins,
nephews, nieces, great nephews, and great nieces.
During her seventy years, Che enjoyed cooking, baking, canning, sewing, needlepoint,
picking produce and fruit, and excelling at nearly everything she tried her hand at. She
spoke several different languages and made friends wherever she went. Her homemade
birthday and wedding cakes were unforgettable. She loved to entertain and was happiest
cooking gourmet meals and ethnic foods for others. She loved dancing and excelled at
several styles including various Polynesian and Ballroom. She was very proud of her
children and all their accomplishments. She loved her church and her church family. She
will be deeply missed by her family, friends, and everyone who knew her. Her final resting
place will be at the Green Valley Cemetery in El Dorado County, CA.
There will be a memorial held via Zoom Friday, December 4th at 10:00am PST. The
memorial service can be accessed at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8519739537?pwd=a2hse

nBNd0ZEeUlscWRFa3krMGMyZz09 or by entering the meeting ID: 851 973 9537 and pas
scode: 494379.
In lieu of flowers, a contribution to her memorial fund would be warmly appreciated.
Go Fund Me Memorial Page: https://gf.me/u/zat8xk
Venmo: @CheMemorialFund

Comments

“

My dad Rogelio Sagcal is Auntie Che’s Sibling and I would like to extend o our
deepest sympathy to all her kids, my cousins. Tanya, Kristine, Sarah Dawn, Courtney
and Dallen.
Auntie Che is so proud of her kids she even made a whole year update about you as
a Holiday Greeting from there to us, here in Philippines.
I was just three and my sister Romella Dembrowicz is goin’ 5. But, I can’t forget her
wedding, the cake she gave on my birthday and the dolls she gave us. i also wants
to have long hair because i found her very beautiful.
She is also a God mother of my sister Romella.
My mom was telling story how kind and courteous my Auntie Che was to her and I
am so thankful how she filled those spacer in us specially to my mom.
We look up to Auntie Che as we were growing.
She keeps me on her list everytime she visit Philippines.
I am so fortunate coz I have given a chance to talk to her on Cam. She said lately
that I am pretty and I am so flattered because it is from someone whom I admire
since I was a kid.
My dad, her big brother love and so proud of Auntie Che.
I love you Auntie Che
I hope the angels may bring all our love to you
I just pray that
May the eternal light shine upon you. May you have eternal peace in rest. In Jesus
name. Amen

Rue Sagcal - December 04, 2020 at 04:36 AM

“

Thank you so much, Cousin!!! We very much appreciate your sweet memories and
thoughts!
Tanya Smith - December 08, 2020 at 02:05 PM

“

Auntie Che, my mom, Agripina was deeply saddened by your untimely passing...
please know she grieves right now.... how she wished you were able to go home
here in the Philippines... we all love you, even when we have not much opportunity to
express it because of the distance. May God bring comfort to your whole family....

Bheng Miguel - December 04, 2020 at 12:42 AM

“

Thank you so much, Cousin Bheng!!! Your kind thoughts are very appreciated.
Tanya Smith - December 08, 2020 at 02:06 PM

“

Teresita “Che” Sagcal
May 1950 - November 2020
My Dearest Auntie Che it is hard to believe that the angels have carried you home at
a time we least expected. We hardly take in the fact that your sudden demise has
unexpectedly terminated the moments we enjoyed with you. There will be no one to
take your place! You left a hollow in our hearts that no one can ever fill.
My Aunt was a great woman. a wonderful intellect, a great soul of matchless
courage, one of the strongest woman that I know of . I love and respect you. Your
friends and family will miss you.
We love you sweet Aunt and you will forever live in our hearts.

Romella Dembrowicz - December 03, 2020 at 07:40 PM

“

Thank you so much, Mhae! My mom loved being with you, Brian, and Erica. Thank you for
your kindness and generosity at such an unexpected time. I am so sorry you didn't get to
say goodbye.
Tanya Smith - December 08, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

My Dearest friend Che , it’s hard to believe you are gone . We had such a wonderful dinner
with you at your house with the elders from your church just 10 days before. And Tullie and
I spoke often about all your wonderful yummy dishes you made that night . Thank you for
making both Kristina’s and Tiffany’s wedding cakes for us and the pomegranate jelly for
Tiffany’s wedding as thank you gifts . We had so much fun with you celebrating our
birthdays together and going bowling afterwards. And I will remember all the times you
Dallen and I went to pick fruit and Elderberries. Thank you so much for all the wonderful
memories and for being part of our lives and having fun at Tiffany’s wedding in Tahoe. I am
so glad we were able to have so much fun with you and you will always be remembered for
your kindness and your wisdom . You will truly be missed my sister from another mother.
You will live in our hearts for ever. Love you so much and miss you so much .
Katya Nesterenko /Flower and Tullie Flower
Katya Nesterenko - February 02 at 04:46 PM

“

Che and I were friends from our high school days from Wesleyan UniversityPhilippines. We belong to its high school Class of 1968. We were both in the honor
roll and we naturally gravitated to each other because we shared the same social
clubs and activities. We have shared happy memories of growing up in the sixties as
well as its angst and the heartbreaks of first loves. We lost touch after graduation but
happily reconnected in 2005 when we found out we both live in California. In 2006,
we went home together to attend our first high school reunion. It was one of the
happiest and most memorable times. Since then we have kept in close touch. We
visited her often when she lived in Brentwood, cherry-picking, touring San Francisco
or just hanging out enjoying her cooking. Whenever she is in Los Angeles, she
stayed with me. We have spent countless hours talking on the phone telling stories
about our children, how proud we are of them and how much we love them. She was
looking forward to being a grandma. Her thoughtfulness as a friend is incredible. She
sent me handmade birthday cards and shipped me her famous jam and jellies. Her
sudden demise shocked and devastated me and left a void in my heart that no one
can fill. Her courage
and faith in God as she faced all her life’s ups and downs will always inspire me. I
pray that she visits me in a dream so we can say our goddbyes properly. Rest in
peace my dearest Che. You are now with our Creator in your forever home as you
have wished

Eleanor Pascual-Serrano - December 03, 2020 at 05:13 PM

“

Eleanor, you gave such a lovely eulogy! I am so glad my mom and you found each other,
after all these years since university. Thank you for sharing your sweet memories with all of
us!
Tanya Smith - December 08, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

Kristin Meyer lit a candle in memory of Teresita Sagcal Countryman Wills

Kristin Meyer - December 03, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

Thank you so much, Kristin! It was so good to see you at the memorial! I hope you are well!
Tanya Smith - December 08, 2020 at 02:04 PM

“

21 files added to the album Che

Sarah-Dawn Smith - November 30, 2020 at 08:56 PM

