Thelma Mae Kingsbury
July 11, 1924 - May 7, 2018

Obituary – Thelma Mae (Jung) Kingsbury
Thelma Mae Kingsbury was born in North Platte, Nebraska on July 11th, 1924. She was
the first born to Achsa Ford and Lee Jung, and a sister to Darrell Jung and Beverly
Wilson. During her High School years, Thelma lived with her Aunt Beulah and Uncle Bert.
After meeting Samuel Richard Kingsbury at the Woolworth’s store in North Platte where
Thelma was employed and Rich was an area Manager for that store and others in the
area, she moved out to southern California where several of her good friends had moved
and by then her Dad, sister, and brother were also living there.
On December 4th, 1943 Thelma and Rich started their sixty-nine-year marriage. Three
years later they welcomed their first-born, Richard Lee Kingsbury. Then in 1951, their
second son Ronald Bert Kingsbury joined the family. A year later in 1952 they bought their
first home in Long Beach, CA. This would be their family home for the next 46 years. In
1956, they welcomed their first and only daughter Teresa (Teri) Ann Wetzel. They
welcomed three dogs over the years into the family, Bimbo, Gidget, and Missy. Gidget and
Missy even made it into living in the house and sleeping on the bed!
Over the years in their Long Beach home, Thelma and Rich hosted many family holiday
gatherings and celebrations, lively parties and celebrations with life-long friends. Thelma
was in a coffee group when the children were young, before she returned to the
workforce. She enjoyed playing Canasta with a group of friends for many years. Thelma
and Rich were members of the Boots and Cutes Square Dance Club and enjoyed dancing
for many years. Later they formed a group of couples they called the “Dine-Out Group”
and gathered monthly to go to dinner together. Thelma enjoyed decorating her home for
every holiday, especially Christmas. Her decorations were beautiful and brought her
pleasure as well as everyone that got the opportunity to see them. Halloween took a
second to Christmas, but in recent years she increased her decoration collection and she
even had the living room dedicated to witches – good witches of course!

Thelma worked the majority of her career as a Bookkeeper/Office Manager for Cotton Goff
Volkswagen in Buena Park, CA. The last 5 years, prior to retirement, she worked as an
Administrative Assistant with the Long Beach Unified School District. After work, you’d find
Thelma walking the malls (and making some purchases), which she considered the best
way to relax after a long work day.
In 1975, Thelma and Rich welcomed their first grandchild, Tanya Kingsbury Merritt. In
1986 when their son, Rick, married Ria, a step-granddaughter Jennifer Consiglio, joined
the family. Then in 1987 Thelma and Rich welcomed their first and “favorite” grandson,
John Kingsbury. Note: John is the only grandson. In 1994, they became grandparents
again with the arrival of their granddaughter, Taylor Wetzel. The year, 1997 brought the
last grandchild when granddaughter, Mikenzie Wetzel was born. Thelma loved being a
grandma and being involved in all of her grandchildren’s lives through the years. She
passed on her love of Christmas and shopping and desire for being together with friends
and family.
A little later in 1997, Thelma and Rich became great-grandparents for the first time when
they welcomed Aubrie Clingaman. In 2002, they welcomed their second greatgranddaughter Jenna Clingaman. Their first great-grandson, Logan Merritt arrived in 2010.
Then just a couple months ago Thelma welcomed another great-grandson Bryson Merritt.
Thelma and Rich moved from their Long Beach home to a new home in El Dorado Hills in
1998. Again, Thelma decorated the home beautifully and enjoyed buying new furniture as
well. In 2012, Rich passed away just after their 69th wedding anniversary. She often
commented that Rich was very good to her through all the years. In the most recent years,
Thelma lived with Teri, Taylor and Mikenzie because her arthritis had worsened. She was
still active and enjoyed the time with her caregiver, Glenda. Together they shopped, went
out to lunch, and Thelma even learned to knit scarves. Thelma adopted a rescue dog and
found a devoted canine companion in Molly, her Shih Tzu.
Thelma will be remembered for her beautifully decorated home, especially at Christmas
time, her unconditional love and concern for her family and extended family, and
willingness to do anything for them, her stubborn determination that enabled her to do so
much in her 93 years despite obstacles that got in her way, such as arthritis, and also for
her quick reply, “Yes, when should I be ready?” anytime she was asked if she wanted to
go somewhere. And, yes, she will be remembered for her endless desire and ability to
shop for hours and hours. But most of all, she will be remembered for her love for life and
for being a remarkable wife, sister, Mom, Auntie, Grandma, Great-Grandma, and friend.

In lieu of flowers, Memorial Donations in Thelma’s honor are preferred to the Arthritis
Foundation or to a local no kill dog shelter of your choice that fosters and places these
rescued canines in their forever homes.
https://www.arthritis.org/giving/honor-memorial.php?utm_source=arthritis.org&utm_mediu
m=topnavdropdown&utm_campaign=organic
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