Walter Lowell Bendz
August 16, 1939 - October 23, 2021

Obituary: Walter Lowell Bendz
On Saturday, October 23, 2021 Walter Lowell “Walley” Bendz loving Husband, Father, and
Grandfather passed away at the age of 82.
Walley was born on August 16, 1939 in Boston, MA to Waldemar and Marjorie (Lowe)
Bendz.
He received his engineering degree from San Jose State University, and proceeded to
work as an
electrical engineer until his retirement in 1998 from Abbott Laboratories.
Walley had a passion for music that was fueled by his love and knowledge of engineering.
He
spent many years traveling the country recording grand pipe organs. He also made sure
any
important family event was captured with the best audio and video equipment so the
memory
could be relived. He surrounded himself at home with an audio system that he loved to
share
with people as the records that played on it sounded as if you were completely enrobed in
the
music. In 1974, Herb Caen of the San Francisco Chronicle wrote an article about Walley
and the
Christmas tree lights he had created. Each color of light responded to a different sound
frequency and intensity as the music played. It was an engineering feat at that time. When
the
music played and the lights glowed, it appeared as if the tree was moving. In 1970 the
Cupertino
Currier referred to him as “The Man Behind the Dancing Christmas Tree”. Each year he
lovingly placed the lights on a tree at Christmas and invited hundreds of people over the
years
into his home to enjoy it. Having created WalleyWorld Enterprises in retirement, Walley
always

had projects in the works including building medical devices, tube amplifiers, and next
generation electronics plus handling consulting projects. He loved traveling with his wife,
Sharon, and visiting family and friends.
Walley was preceded in death by his father, Waldemar, his mother Marjorie, and his
sisters Carol
(Davis) and Joyce. He is survived by his wife Sharon; his first wife Barbara and their two
children Rebecca (Matteson) and her husband Scott, and their children Mark and Randy;
and
Robert, his wife Holly, and their children Maggie-Faye and Eleanor. He also leaves behind
many
cousins, nieces and nephews.
There will be a celebration of life held at the home on November 13 at 2:00p.m. In lieu of
flowers, the family is asking you make a donation in Walley’s honor to one of the charities
that
was important to him: The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Comments

“

My condolences to your family. I am sure Mr. Bendz will be greatly missed.

Tami Parks- friend of Holly - November 13, 2021 at 05:23 PM

“

For those asking, in lieu of flowers the family asks that you make a donation to one of
Walley's causes that meant so much to him.
Either the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation https://give.cff.org/tribute/walterbendz
or the
Children's Music Fund https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/dgmkKxEo9AZ_q81pLVczg
Thank you for your love and support during this time.

Rebecca Matteson - October 27, 2021 at 02:22 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Rebecca Matteson - October 26, 2021 at 11:01 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Rebecca Matteson - October 26, 2021 at 10:57 PM

“

You will always hold a soft spot in my heart. Love you.

Gwen Krueger - October 26, 2021 at 10:44 PM

“

Rebecca Matteson lit a candle in memory of Walter Lowell Bendz

Rebecca Matteson - October 26, 2021 at 08:52 PM

“
“

I miss my Daddy.
Rebecca - October 26, 2021 at 08:52 PM

I did not know you Walter, but I know what an amazing woman you raised in Becky!! May
your family and friends find comfort in the beautiful and treasured memories of your life!!
Heather - October 31, 2021 at 08:42 AM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Rebecca Matteson - October 26, 2021 at 08:51 PM

